A History of St Denys’s Church, Lisvane
The development of the early church in Britain by Celtic Christians was a brave
and heroic enterprise. Many early churches were established during the “Age of
the Saints” and, although the original buildings have long since been replaced,
Christians throughout Wales still worship in churches built on these ancient sites.
They are a living tribute to the labours of these early Celtic evangelists and we
believe that our parish church of St Denys, Lisvane is one of these churches.
A substantial amount of information has been brought together by two of our
parishioners, Barry Davies and Tony Edwards and has been arranged by Andrew
Keogh. In the following chapters we aim to tell the story of St Denys’s Church
from its earliest beginnings, probably during the 6th century, through periods of
upheaval and change, right up to the present day. We have tried to draw as much
information together as is relevant, in order to create a comprehensive account of
our church throughout the 1500 years that Christians have lived and worshipped
here in Lisvane.
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Chapter 1 – The Early Celtic Church in South East Wales
When the Romans invaded Britain, the South East corner of Wales was occupied
by the Celtic peoples known as the Silures, who resisted the forces of Rome for
twenty-five years. After overcoming this formidable people the Romans
established a legionary fortress in about 75 A.D. at Caerleon. This was one of three
in Britain, Chester and York being the other two. In about 120 A.D. Venta Silurum
the civitas capital of the Silures was founded. This gave its name to the medieval
kingdom of Gwent. In common with towns in other parts of the Roman Empire,
Caerwent was set up as a market town and centre of administration. Here leaders
of the Silures kept town houses and could meet regularly to resolve tribal issues
and to buy goods and services. In West Wales, “Moridunum” (Carmarthen) the
civitas capital of the Demetae tribe was also founded. Both Carmarthen and
Caerwent claim to be the oldest town in Wales.

Surviving written records from the centuries following the departure of the
Romans from Britain in 410 AD, are scarce. Archaeological evidence is also rare
since the Silures reverted to an aceramic culture, making most of their vessels and
utensils from leather and wood. Politically, Britain appears to have split up into a
number of petty kingdoms whose rulers were almost certainly descendants of the
aristocratic class that had ruled before the Romans came. The country of the
Silures broke into two kingdoms; in the west Glywysing (this later became
Morgannwg ) and in the east Gwent.

The Roman invaders brought many new ideas with them. Christianity was
probably brought to Britain during the 3rd century from other parts of the empire
by individuals attached to the Roman Army. However, at this time the Roman
authorities were opposed to Christianity, considering it to be a cult or superstition.
Gildas writing in 540 AD mentions a ‘martyrium’ or shrine to the martyrs Julius
and Aaron at the City of the Legions (Caerleon). This shrine existed into medieval
times and is the subject of a Charter dated c.864 AD. Along with Alban, the first
Christian martyr in England ( depicted in the west aisle window of our church)
these early Christians were probably martyred during the reign of the emperor
Diocletian.
In 313 AD the emperor Constantine sanctioned the practise of Christianity
throughout the Roman Empire. Archaeological evidence tells us that, by the late
fourth century, there was an established Christian presence in Caerwent that lasted
well into the 5th and 6th centuries. Two Christian cemeteries have been excavated
in the town, one around the site of St Tathan’s church and one outside the east
gate.
It is evident that Christian leaders throughout Europe had learned from the
Romans the importance of being well connected politically, ensuring that they
secured the support and patronage of kings, local rulers and landowners. In such an
administrative centre with regular access to leaders of the Silures, it is likely that
Christians would have installed a bishop in Caerwent. Without claiming any proof
of continuity, it is reasonable to conceive of such a bishop as the precursor of the
Diocese of Llandaff which, until 1922, extended over the counties of Monmouth
and Glamorgan as far west as the river Tawe. This is roughly the area occupied by
the Silures.

Gildas (c. 495- c. 570) was the author of De Excidio Britanniae, and this is the
main source for the history of Wales in the 6th century. Gildas’s writings were not,
however, aimed at creating a history. He was preaching a sermon which was a
bitter denunciation of the immoral state of Britain in his time.

Britain has kings, but they are tyrants; she has judges but they are wicked. They
often plunder and terrorize…Britain has priests, but they are fools; very many
ministers but they are shameless; clerics, but they are treacherous grabbers ….
they do not look to the good of their people, but to the filling of their own bellies.
They have church buildings, but go to them for the sake of profit…

Gildas was a northerner from the kingdom of the Clyde and it is likely that he was
educated in South Wales. Certainly it was here that some of the most famous
Celtic monasteries were founded, Llantwit Major and Llancarfan in particular.

It is clear, from what Gildas had to say, that the British kingdoms of his time had
long been Christian, even if the practice of the faith had become corrupt. We have
no evidence for what happened and how Christianity was spread in the four or five
generations that passed between the departure of the Romans and the time that
Gildas was writing. However, recent scholarship fills this gap in our knowledge by
analogy with what is known to have happened in Gaul, where bishops in the cities
founded churches in small market towns from where, in turn, the faith was spread
to the countryside.

In south east Wales the spread of Christianity would have begun by the 5th century
probably under the direction of a bishop based at Caerwent. There were no small
market towns but there were monastic centres established in abandoned Roman
villas, at Llantwit Major, Llandough and Llancarfan from where the countryside
was later evangelised. 1

These are some of the men who created the church in Wales which is the historical
predecessor of our own Church today. They did this in isolation from Rome, from
whom they had long been cut off, and in ignorance of changes in beliefs, practices
and rituals that had taken place in the mainstream of the church in Europe. Apart
from an outdated method of computing the date of Easter and the development of
differing rituals, it was a church whose teachings were based exclusively on the
bible without any reference to the teachings of the early church fathers.
Unfortunately, when Augustine was sent by Pope Gregory to convert the Anglo
Saxons in 597 AD, he was given authority over the Celtic bishops without their
agreement. The stubborn nature of all parties concerned ruled out any possibility
of a rational resolution of their differences.
It was not until about 768 AD that the Christians of Dumnonia (West Country)
accepted the Roman tradition followed by the people of north Wales under the
persuasion of Bishop Elbodus of Bangor in about 777 AD. The Silures may have
adopted the Roman usages at the earlier rather than the latter date, but it is far from
clear that accepting these practices was accompanied by accepting the authority of
Canterbury. The fact remains, however, that through all its changes down the ages,
from total isolation, to accepting the authority of Rome, through the Reformation,
to its establishment as an independent Anglican Province, our church remains the
indigenous catholic church in Wales.

By the sixth century, the practise of the faith had been badly corrupted, in Gildas’
estimation, but fortunately he did not preach in vain. In fact he was enormously
influential and, within decades of his writings having emerged, a vibrant
monasticism spread throughout Wales, Ireland and Brittany. It is the “saints” of
this period who have given their names to so many of our ancient parish churches.
It therefore appears that the period in our history known as the ‘Age of the Saints’
was not so much the conversion of the people as the first great Religious Revival.

Some of these saints, Illtud, Cadog (Catwg) and Dochau in our locality, and
Dyfrig, Teilo and above all David for other areas, are well attested and
undoubtedly historical figures, even though our knowledge of them is based on
accounts written long after their time. Others were kings, such as Brychan, whose
innumerable sons and daughters are said to be saints and the probable legendary
founders of many churches. St Gwynllyw, the patron of St Woolos in Newport was
a king of Gwynllywg, the territory between the Rhymney and the Usk ( his
existence is attested only by place-name evidence ).

1

These centres eventually became ‘clas’ churches ruled by communities of lay canons,
roughly equivalent to the Minster Churches in neighbouring Mercia and Wessex. As time
passed, these canons became hereditary canons.

St Denys Church in 1892

Chapter 2 - Lisvane Chapel
We believe that the first church on our site was probably built during the ‘Age of
the Saints’. There is no precise archaeological evidence by which we might date
the origin of the site as a church, but it stands at the head of a ridge of slightly
rising ground that extends back along Heol y Delyn and Llwynypia. It has
extensive views to the east and south where farmhouses are sited on the edge of
the naturally drained farm land. One of the farms is significantly named Maerdy,
or the reeve’s 2 house. We are therefore looking around at an early Welsh agrarian
settlement or ‘estate’ that had probably existed since Roman times at least.
Furthermore, if we look at the aerial photograph of the church site (right) we can
see that the south and east boundaries form a curve which, if completed, mark the
oval shape of a typical ‘Llan’ encompassing the present churchyard, the houses to
the immediate north and, across the road, to include the Griffin.

The cheapest and most readily available building materials were mud, thicket and
timber. Thus all of the original church buildings in this period were probably
constructed out of wattle and daub and were replaced from time to time either by
simple stone or timber-framed structures of some sophistication.

The several hundreds of acres of land originally associated with Lisvane Chapel
would probably have been farmed by monks living in a grange farmhouse situated
where the Griffin is today. These oval sites are typical of many older church
foundations in Wales. Neighbouring Llanedeyrn lies in such an enclosure as do a
series of ridge-top churches extending westwards in Glamorgan; Llantrisant,
Llandyfodwg, Llangynwyd, Betws etc. There is therefore good reason to maintain
that a church has stood upon this site for anything up to 1500 years.
As to who was responsible for building this church, or indeed any of the other
churches in Wales during the ‘Age of the Saints’, it is impossible to say. There are
no contemporaneous records surviving from these years to identify when and by
whom they were built, so we are obliged to speculate upon their beginnings from
place names. Some may have been built by local rulers or influential land owners.
It is likely that monks attached to the nearest monastery at Llandough played some
part in establishing our local churches. There is no early historical evidence that
tells us anything about Lisvane and Llanishen apart from the names themselves.
Llanishen is traditionally believed to have been founded by St Isan and Lisvane,
Llys faen was a stone ‘llys’ belonging to an unknown ruler in an unknown period.
We have fairly reliable pedigree evidence for the family who owned most of the
land in Llanishen and Lisvane from around the 13th century, but no means of
telling if the ‘llys’ belonged to any of that family or to a predecessor in the more
distant past.

Aerial view of St Denys Church
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The maer was a Welsh official roughly equivalent to the Anglo-Saxon reeve. The word
come from the Latin major as does the English word mayor for a similar official.

The present church is probably of early 14th century date and, before turning to
what documentary evidence exists, we may find it helpful to consider the place of
Lisvane against the general history of Glamorgan when the Normans arrived.

Chapter 3 – 11th Century
The collapse of the old Welsh kingdoms of Glywysing/Morgannwg and Gwent
took place in 1081 when the last king, Caradog ap Gruffudd, was killed in the
battle of Mynydd Carn in Pembrokeshire. The third king in a new dynasty who
claimed descent from the kings of south west Wales, Caradog had been bidding to
gain control of Deheubarth1 but was defeated by an alliance of Rhys ap Tewdwr
and Gruffudd ap Cynon of Gwynedd. However, Rhys ap Tewdwr was prevented
from taking advantage of the victory by the swift intervention of William the
Conqueror who, with a massive display of force, undertook a pilgrmage to St
Davids. All we know for certain is that henceforth Rhys paid a tribute of £40 a
year for his kingdom of Deheubarth and William established a mint at Cardiff,
perhaps to provide the coinage for the payment.
What happened here in Glamorgan we can only guess but the absence of the area
from the Domesday survey shows that William did not take any territory into his
own hands. He must, however, have built the massive motte that still survives
within the Roman fort in Cardiff and he must have left a Norman garrison there.
Beyond that he probably installed puppet rulers of the individual cantrefs2 of the
former kingdom. Caradog’s son, Owain Wan continued to rule the cantrefs east of
the river Rhymney and Iestyn ap Gwrgan (a representative of the old dynasty that
had ruled Glywyssing and Gwent for some four hundred years) had control of the
cantrefs west of the Taff.

Establishing Cardiff Castle as the centre of his capital, Robert Fitz Hamon created
the lordship of Cibwr out of the southernmost of the three commotes, or parts, of
the cantref of Senghennydd. Originally Cibwr must have comprised all the land
south of the Graig and between the rivers Rhymni and Taff, but the new Norman
lordship included only the castle and the demesne4 manor of Roath together with
the Welsh patria comprising Llanedeyrn, Llanishen and Lisvane which were left in
the possession of the Welsh free landowners paying no manorial dues at all.
More surprising, and illustrating the state of stalemate that the conquest had
reached, the parish of Whitchurch was left in the hands of the Welsh lords of
Senghenydd who ruled from beyond Caerphilly. The position of the parish of
Llanfedw is more complex since, together with Rudry, it was seized by De Hay,
one of the Normans invading Wentllwg beyond the river Rhymney.
The ancient name of Cibwr survived down the ages as Kibbor and in modern times
it was the Hundred of Kibbor and a Petty Sessional Division with its Court in
Llandaff. The houses next to the old school in Llwynypia Road were known as the
Kibbor Cottages.

Significantly, however, we find later that there is an interloping family unrelated
either to Owain Wan or Iestyn ap Gwrgan ruling the cantref of Senghennydd. One
possibility is that William installed a mercenary Welsh war lord from Deheubarth
as a buffer between Owain and Iestyn and extracted tributes from all three in
return for allowing them to rule in peace and prevent Rhys ap Tewdwr from
becoming a powerful king of all south Wales.
Any such political settlement died with the conqueror and, in 1091 Rhys ap
Tewdwr was killed resisting the Norman invaders of Brycheiniog.3 This opened
the way for Norman freebooters, led by Robert Fitzhamon, to take over the castle
at Cardiff from where they were able, with relative ease, to seize all the lowland
parts of Glamorgan. The traditional date for this conquest is 1092 but there exists
no historical evidence. What we have been led to believe rests upon 16th century
tales made up by families seeking to substantiate their false claims to descend from
the original Norman knights.

1

Gower, Carmarthen & Ceredigion
A ‘cantref’ consists of 100 settlements
3
Breconshire
2

4

The land belonging to the Lord of the manor

Chapter 4 – The dedication to St Denys
Despite the great age of our church, it is interesting to note that no written
evidence can be found for the dedication to St Denys earlier than 1848 in Lewis’s
Topographical Dictionary of Wales. The most likely source of that information
was the Revd Benjamin Jones, then the curate, suggesting that it was a living
tradition within the parish at that time. We need to look at other earlier evidence in
order to consider how this tradition might have emerged.

It probably refers to the original site of Llanishen at the Llan Denis oval.

The earliest documentary evidence is the Charter by Bishop Nicholas confirming
previous grants of land in his Diocese made to the Abbey of Tewkesbury. This
charter is undated but Nicholas was bishop from 1153 -1183, and, since the Chapel
of St Thomas mentioned in Cardiff was St Thomas the Martyr the date must be
post 1173 when Thomas a Becket was canonized. The Bishop Nicholas charter, of
course, describes the situation in Cibwr in the late 12th century, long after the
original grant.
What this charter tells us is that Tewkesbury owned St Mary’s Cardiff, a chapel in
Cardiff Castle, St John’s Chapel (now the parish church), St Thomas’s chapel (no
longer extant), the chapel of Roath and capellan Sti. Dionisii de Kibur, capellam
de Lisfeni,1 capellam Sti Edern (Llanedern), capellam de Lanbordan (no longer
extant) with all their appurtenances and income. In addition it includes the Church
of Llandough as belonging to Cardiff together with its dependent chapels,
Leckwith and Cogan. Then the charter goes on to name Llantwit Major and its
dependencies. What this amounted to was the income of the churches, i.e their
tithes and attendant glebe lands went to the Abbey. There was not, necessarily,
much land involved. The inclusion of Llandough and its chapels suggests the
probability that the churches of Cibwr, including St Denys, had been possessions
of and initially planted by the former monastery or clas church of Llandough.
The fact that the Bishop Nicholas charter groups the chapels as subsidiary to
Cardiff is understandable. Clearly the parish had been defined as co-incident with
the lordship of Cardiff/Cibwr with St Mary’s as its principal church. However, St
Mary’s was not the Mother Church in quite the way we usually understand the
term since, as a recent Norman creation itself, built by Tewkesbury as a Priory, it
could not have been the founding church of the chapels. One function of the
Prior/Vicar of St Mary’s may have been to collect the tithes of the chapels in the
Welsh Patria, both the great and the small tithes2 and it was possibly this income
that helped to build the Priory. In this charter we find the first and only reference
in Cibwr to St Dionysius ; capellan Sti Dionisii de Kibur must be Llanishen since
Lisfeni must be Lisvane.
1

Early writers, including Canon Dowse, quoting G.T.Clark, render this as ‘Lisseni’.
However the modern transcription by Professor David Crouch has Lisfeni Llandaff
Episcopal Acta 1140-1287, Ed. David Crouch, South Wales Record Society, 1988.
2
Refer to the chapter on tithes.

The Oval, Llandennis Avenue – site of “Ffynon LLandennis”
Who was St Denis? No one nowadays seriously doubts that Isen/ Isan/ Issien/
Nissien/ Dionysius/ Denis are one and the same and refer to the patron of
Llanishen and Lisvane. It was commonplace for Celtic monks to adopt a Latin
form or substitute for their Brythonic names. For instance Urban, bishop of
Llandaff, was originally Gwrgan and he was certainly at least half Welsh. By the
twelfth century Llandaff had submitted to Canterbury and become part of the
Western Church. Their Calendar of Saints had only one Dionysius and he was the
patron saint of Paris and just as lay Welshmen may have equated Dionysius with
Isen, lay Parisians knew him as Denis. Quite different persons of course, but to
later Normanized clerics they became the same and the Dydd Gwyl Mabsant3
celebrated on October 9th would have formed part of a local cult of St Denys.
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Before the reformation, the Mabsant was an annual festival celebrating the life of the
patron saint of that parish. The celebrations could last a whole week and include Sunday
games and even a local fair. Such religious cults would have been firmly stamped out at the
Reformation.

However it is far from certain who St Isan may have been. 4 He may have been the
Abbot, mentioned in the Life of St Samson, who was present at the deathbed of St
Illtud. Nothing is known of him, or of where he was Abbot though an Isan does
occur as a later Abbot of Llantwit Major.5 Perhaps he was Abbot of Llandough.
There are two Llanishens in the ancient diocese of Llandaf, our near neighbour and
Llanishen near Trelech in Gwent. The Gwent church is mentioned in charters in
the Book of Llandaf spelt, in one case, Llan Isan and in another Llan Nissien. The
Brown Willis Survey of Llandaff Diocese, 1719, does not give a dedication to
Lisvane but states that St Denys was the patron of both the Glamorgan and Gwent
Llanishen churches.
In addition, it has to be noted that Dyffryn Farm adjacent to the Oval in Llanishen,
which was demolished in the 1960s, appears in the 18th C Tredegar Estate plans as
Capel Denis Farm ( pictured below ). The evidence is circumstantial but it is
enough for us to believe that St Denys is the Isan who founded our church.

Chapter 5 – 12th to 14th Centuries
A charter of Henry II in 1183 needs to be mentioned here because it has been misrepresented as a further confirmation directing all landowners in the district to pay
their tithes to Tewkesbury. In fact this was an order made by the King when the
lordship was temporarily in his custody following the death of William, Earl of
Gloucester and it was directed to the Lords of Dinas Powis who, at the time, were
leasing land in Llanedern. It had nothing to do with Lisvane
In 1393 one Roger Panter surveyed the various churches belonging to the Abbey
of Tewkesbury thus telling us a little about St Denys as it was at the end of the
fourteenth century.6
Kerdif and Roth - … 66s. 8d. of rents of the demesne land of Kerdiff, together with
a meadow beyond the Taff, and a meadow upon the water of Romneye, and a close
called Morewlese, demised to John H’ton and his wife for the term of 30 years …
and for 31s. 6d. of the rents of Kerdif and Roth … and for 10s. of rent of the close
of the Rector of Lanyssn., with land adjacent, demised to Rees Perkyn for a term of
years … and for 23s. 4d. of tithes of the sheaves and hay of Lanvorda and
Griffithsmoor sold to William ap Ieuan ap Howel this year. And for 66s. 8d. of
oblations and tithes of the sheaves, hay, wool and lambs of the chapels of
Lanyssen and Lyssefayn, demised to Jerome Maurice for a term of 7 years, this
year the 6th.
Custody of Chancels
In one tiler engaged to amend defects of the chancel of Kerdif by piecework, 8d.
In one carpenter engaged to make new the chancel of Roth by piecework, 7s. 8d.
In one tiler hired to mend divers defects of the chapel of Lysfayn, by piecework, 3s.
6d. in tile for the same, bought 3s. 9d. in lath and boards for the same, bought 16s.
in 500 lathnail bought for the same, 10d. In one man hired to carry sand and
water to the said laths and boards from Kerdif to Lysfayn, 8d. in one man hired to
carry sand and water to the said chapel, 8d. in 1 qu. 4 lb. lime for the same,
bought 12d.

Capel Denis Farm
4
Isan not eyesan and in spoken Welsh the s would become sh as has been faithfully
preserved in the modern pronunciation of the place name.
5
S.Baring Gould & John Fisher, Lives of the British Saints, Hon. Society of
Cymmrodorion, 1908

It is important to quote this extensively since the Lisvane reference has, in the past,
been quoted out of context giving the false impression that it was the whole chapel
that Tewkesbury were repairing. In fact, the Abbey, as Rector, had responsibility
only for the chancel. Repairs to the nave were the responsibility of the parish. In
passing it is worth noting that, by this date, Llanedern is missing from the
Tewkesbury possessions having, in the meantime, been granted by the Abbots to
the Bishop of Llandaff.
6

Cardiff Records Vol I pp 155-162

Thus, as Llanishen and Lisvane have always shared the same curate appointed by
the Abbot, so Llanedern henceforth shared its vicar with St Mellons who was
appointed by the Bishops. This explains why Llanedern and Cyncoed were placed
in the new Diocese of Monmouth when it was created in 1921.
For 500 years the Abbey of Tewkesbury enjoyed the tithes of Cibwr, initially
exploiting them directly by appointing a Prior with several monks to take charge of
St Mary’s. As alien Benedictine Monks, this would have further distanced Cardiff
from the chapels in the Welshery. They built tithe barns at Llanishen and Lisvane,
the latter being still extant in 1846 in the possession of Sir Charles Kemeys
Kemeys Tynte. It stood on the site of the houses now immediately north of the
church. By 1300 however, the Prior seems to have been withdrawn and the tithes
were farmed out to local gentry. Latterly it seems that the tithes of Llanishen and
Lisvane were granted, for their lives, to the curates. This long association was
brought to an end by Henry VIII in the 16th century.
The present church is a grade 2 listed building and was first built some time during
the 13th century. It has a saddle back or pack saddle roof in common with a few
other churches in South Wales. It was probably a shape that developed in this area
being simple, yet effective and cheap to build. The original entrance to the church
would have been through the south porch. This had wooden seats along both walls
and an external iron gate to keep the birds out. There is still a basin for holy water
alongside the door into the church, which is probably the most ancient feature of
the building still remaining.

South porch

Chapter 6 - The Dissolution of the Monasteries
The possessions of Tewkesbury were seized along with all other monasteries on
behalf of Henry VIII during the period 1536 – 41. Most of the property and
income, including that of Llantwit Major, was transferred to the Abbey of St Peter,
Gloucester, which was secularized to become the Cathedral of a newly created
Diocese of Gloucester. The Cibwr possessions, however, along with those of other
monasteries owning land in Cardiff, were retained by the Crown and eventually
sold off to various laymen creating a patchwork of reputed manors owning
scattered parcels of land throughout the area. These included Roath Tewkesbury
and Roath Keynsham, the latter comprising land formerly granted to Keynsham
Abbey in Somerset.

A valuation of all the monastic property in the kingdom had been made for Henry
VIII in 1535. From this we find the value of Lanyssen and Lucyvayne then as
follows.
Farm of the mansion house and barns and of all the tithes to the same belonging,
by the year £4. Clear yearly value £4.
It has to be noted that the £4 was the value at which the tithes were let. The farmer
would have expected to collect at least twice as much in produce. In 1547, when
they were still in the King’s hands, Ministers’ Accounts show that the farmer was
Morgan Gwynne, clerk, ‘farmer there for the time aforesaid’.. In his account
Morgan answered for ‘£4 of the farm of the mansion place, for the presbytery of
Lanissen, with the barns of Lanissen and Luciveine and with the lands and
meadows to them belonging, late in the tenure of Richard John ap Griffith; now
together demised unto John Bawdripp by indenture …’ Morgan Gwyn had leased
the tithes from the Abbey and was sub-leasing them to John Bawdripp.1

1

Cardiff Records Vol. I, pp 250 & 454

Chapter 7 - The Reformation
The Dissolution of the Monasteries was followed by the Reformation which, after
the death of Henry VIII, was carried to extremes by the advisors who controlled
the young King Edward VI. Their Protestant fervour sent shockwaves around the
kingdom which were felt as keenly in Lisvane as anywhere. Commissioners were
appointed to strip the churches of their rood screens, crosses, statues, stone altars
and all other marks of ‘Popery’.
The altar that would have stood in what is now the north aisle would have been
destroyed and the main altar in the chancel replaced by a wooden communion
table either in the centre of the chancel or at the east end of the nave. The walls
which, no doubt, would have been covered in brightly coloured images were
whitewashed over.
In the first year of the reign of Edward VI the Tewkesbury lands in Cibwr, now
referred to as the manor of Roath Tewkesbury, were held by the dowager Queen
Catherine Parr. There was just one freeholder in Lisvane, Gwenllian ferch Howell
who held certain lands and paid by the year 1d. This manor was sold to Sir George
Herbert and was eventually acquired by the Marquis of Bute. What, or where,
Gwenllian’s holding in Lisvane was is unknown, but, in fact, the manor of Roath
Tewkesbury did not include any significant territory in Lisvane or Llanishen at all.
The tithes of Llanishen and Lisvane, together with the parsonage and land, were
sold separately by the crown to William Morgan of Llantarnam, esquire and James
Dolle, of Whitford gent. In 15572 these two speculators sold the property on to
Edward Lewis of the Van, esq. and David Kemeys3 of Cefn Mably, gent.
Thereafter, the Lewis and Kemeys families as impropriators, or lay rectors, each
held a moiety of the great and small tithes of Llanishen and Lisvane, together with
the priest’s house and the advowson4 of the living. Where the house was we do not
know, but certainly by the mid eighteenth century there was no accommodation
within the parishes for the curate. Nor do we know what land was attached but the
nineteenth century successors of the Lewis and Kemeys purchasers owned, as well
as the land immediately around the church, the extensive farms of Maerdy and Ty
Llwyd, the latter extending over what is now Lisvane Reservoir. They also owned
the land around the Oval including Dyffryn Farm or, as it was earlier called Capel
Denis, but not the land around the present Llanishen church..
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Cardiff Records Vol. I p. 473; NLW Tredegar 64/57
Canon Dowse has this as Roger Kemeys. He was entitled to believe that his source for
this, Professor William Rees in Cardiff: A History of the City 1969, was reliable. In fact it
was one of severl errors made by William Rees in that work. He was about 90 when he
wrote it.
4
‘advowson’ – the right to appoint the curate.
3

It may appear strange that the early records give no hint that so much land was
included but this could be explained by the fact that, apart from fields in the
immediate vicinity of the church and fields and those north of the present Maerdy
farmhouse it would at that time have been mostly wood and marshland.
It can be demonstrated that the other extensive Kemeys Tynte land in Lisvane was
acquired much later than the sixteenth century from which we may well suppose
the original Tewkesbury holding to have comprised several hundred acres between
Lisvane Church and the Oval.
These two impropriators had the right of appointing the curate to each parish (the
advowson) which they exercised alternately and continued, as had been the
practice under the Abbey, to appoint one man to serve the two parishes.
As well as the glebe land, the impropriators retained to themselves both the great
tithes which by custom belonged to the rector and the small tithes which by
custom belonged to the vicar. Thus the priests were not vicars but curates who
received a small stipend from the impropriators who were the lay rectors. By the
18th century we find the curates being paid £10 by each of the landowners, which
remained their stipend from this source in 1846 at the time of the tithe
commutation. Unlike vicars, because they did not receive the small tithe, these
curates had no ‘parson’s freehold’ or security of tenure and could be dismissed at
will, a situation that continued until about 1737.
Queen Mary restored Catholic worship and set up a Commission to rescue the
money raised from the sale of church goods confiscated during her brother’s reign.
Morgan Gwyn, still the curate then, with four of his parishioners, John ap Jevan
Howell, Dyo Thomas, John ap John and Jevan Grono declared to the
commissioners that the following items had been taken from Lisvane church:
A vestment of grene silke prise xiii s.
An old vestment of say price …
A crosse of Latyn price x s.
Two candlesticks of brass prise iiii s
Unfortunately, the Queen died before any restitution could be made and the
Protestant revolution was resumed, albeit, under Elizabeth with a curb on
extremism of both colours.

Chapter 8 - Seventeenth Century
By the 1620s and 30s Archbishop Laud turned the church back to a more Catholic
direction with a renewed emphasis on ritual. Altars were put back at the east end
of the chancels and protected by altar rails. A certain amount of ornament was
reintroduced such as candles and altar frontals. All this received a set-back with
the Civil War, one of the triggers of which had been Archbishop Laud himself, and
a new wave of Protestant iconoclasm was unleashed. But after the Restoration in
1660 the Laudian changes were re-introduced to remain in place until the early
19th century.
We have no evidence for the effect the 17th century swings andcounter swings had
upon St Denys, but it is unlikely that our predecessors would have been immune.
During the Commonwealth the tithes were seized and granted to the Baptist Cause
at Ilston in Gower, the first Baptist chapel in Glamorgan. We have no name for the
curate who was probably replaced at this time by a Puritan Exhorter. The Revd
Jenkin Howard was appointed at the Restoration and, no doubt, he restored the
traditional worship of the Church of England to the general satisfaction of his
entirely rural and conservative folk.

Chapter 9 - Eighteenth Century
During the eighteenth century the Church of England is often said to have fallen
into a deep sleep. However, this is perhaps an overstatement and the humble
curates carried on to the best of their ability and, it would seem, to quite good
effect. There is no evidence to suggest that protestant dissent took an early hold
on the parishioners. There was a great deal of Methodist fervour in the second half
of the century and Llanishen and Lisvane were frequently visited by both the
Arminian wing of the movement led by Wesley and the native Welsh Calvinistic
brand led by Howell Harris. But all these reformers were Church of England
ministers attempting to reform the institution from within. It is probable that the
curates serving the two parishes during this period were Methodist sympathizers.
For the later eighteenth century we have rather more information deriving from a
series of Bishop’s Visitations which have survived. The 1763 Visitation of Bishop
Ewer has been published and an abstract of the answers given by the Minister,
Thomas Charles to the Bishop’s queries follows.
1. We have not a large number of families as our parish is but small. We have no
dissenters nor meeting house.

4. I do not reside, as I am one of the vicars choral of the cathedral church of
Landaff.
5. I have a curate that takes care of the duty of the parish and is resident. [This
was Williams Evans who also served as curate of Llanishen and Roath.]
6. I do not [perform Divine Service in any but the churches I belong to.]
7. [Divine Service is performed] on Sundays and grand holidays and a sermon
each Lord’s day.
8. [The Holy Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is administered] four times a year at
least and sometimes oftener.
9. Not many communicants. There are about 20 that usually receive.
10. [The children are catechised] as often as they present themselves
11 There are none [chapels in the parish]
The Revd Thomas Charles was a graduate of Christ Church, Oxford, ordained in
1733 and licensed as curate of Llanishen and Lisvane in 1747. He was vicar of
Pendoylan from 1748.5
With the Revd Thomas Charles we see a marked change in the status of thecurates.
Unlike his predecessors he was a ‘perpetual curate’ who had a parson’s freehold
and he was mostly an absentee incumbent appointing his own curates to carry out
his parish duties.
The curates of Lisvane and Llanishen were, post Reformation, appointed by the
Bishop on the presentation of the lay rectors and, as we have noted, all the income
originally intended for the support of the parish priest was alienated. However, in
about 1733 a farm called Pant Glas in Bedwas was acquired by a gift of Thomas
Lewis of Llanishen supplemented by a matching grant from the Queen Anne’s
Bounty. This farm, let by the Vicar for ‘about £9 a year’ had the effect of giving
the curates from the Revd Thomas Charles onwards a ‘parson’s freehold’ meaning
that they could not be sacked. They were thus known as ‘perpetual curates’. The
background to this Queen Anne’s Bounty augmentation of the curate’s income is
discussed in the next chapter.

2. There is not [any public or private school]
3. There is not [any almshouse]
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Canon Dowse diligently examined all the manuscript series of Bishops’ visitations
or ‘Articles of Inquiry’ that are to be found in the National Library from which he
abstracted a vivid picture of parish life in the latter eighteenth century.

probably carried out by his wife in most cases. Even in the 20th C, the Church
Accounts for 1911-12 record “ Sexton (washing linen, soap, sticks etc ) – 10s 0d”
In answer to the question Are there any in your parish who are common swearers
and drunkards? The answer was a great many in Lisvane but none in Llanishen!

The visitation of 1768 gives more detail than hitherto, stating that the church was
in ‘tolerable good repair’. The roof was slated, the windows well glazed, the floors
paved and the seats well and conveniently placed. In eighteenth-century terms the
convenient placing of the seats would have been for the best attention to the
sermon. The seats are not described for us but the normal seating arrangement at
that period was privately owned box pews belonging to the principal farms. There
would have been simple benches at the back provided for the poor parishioners.

Through all the visitations we find that services in Lisvane were conducted only in
Welsh whereas in Llanishen they were partly in English. This would have been
due to the residence of the Lewis family in Llanishen for whom Welsh, by this
time, would have been a second language used only in conversation with their
servants and tenants.

Strangely the curate felt it necessary to say that ‘The tower hath not been taken
down’. Indeed everything was ‘decently ordered’, and none of the bells (which had
then been hung for nearly fifty years), or the lead or any other church materials
‘were embezzled or sold, and none are in private hands.’
The church possessed ‘a Bible of the last translation, and of the largest volume,
together with a Common Prayer Book of the same.’ But apparently the Book of
Homilies had been lost. Here Canon Dowse inserts the ‘tongue in cheek’ comment
that a succession of eloquent preachers may have made it unnecessary. We are not
told the language of the Bible, but presumably it was the Bishop Morgan
translation. There was no printed Table of the Degrees wherein Marriage is
prohibited’, something which the more senior amongst us will recall seeing in
many churches.
The font was set in the usual place for the administration of Baptism’ and a decent
and convenient table for the celebration of the Holy Communion with a suitable
linen cloth to cover it and another ‘to cover the elements after they have been
received’. The baptistery would have been close to the main entrance to the church
as now, but whether that was by the Tower entrance or by the south porch entrance
we cannot tell.

Significant marks of improvement can be discerned in the answers to the Articles
of Inquiry during the Revd John Jones’s assistant curacy of 40 years (1772 to
1812). John Jones tells us that he taught in the charity school and was pleased to
say that ‘the parishioners send their children to my school, where they are taught
not only to read and write, and arithmetic, but the principles of the Christian
Religion and expounding to them Lewis’ “Cathechism” and other authors in the
English language and I catechise them every Friday’.
This is the school founded by Mary Lewis, widow of Lisvane, who purchased
from Edward Lewis Esq his half share of the corn tithes of Lisvane which, in 1728,
she conveyed to Trustees with the intent that £5 p.a. should pay the salary of a
teacher to educate poor children of Lisvane and Llanishen until they should be
capable of being apprenticed. The balance of the tithe income was to fund the
apprenticeships. Mary was the widow of William Lewis, a wealthy yeoman farmer
of Lisvane who died in 1718. He held a lease of the above half share in the tithes
which he left to his widow for her life with remainder to his cousin Edward Lewis,
another farmer of Lisvane. The charity took effect following the last of the lives
with the death of Edward Lewis in 1747. A plaque commemorating this charity is
displayed on the north wall of the knave.

There was a convenient seat for the Minister to read Divine Service and a decent
pulpit for the preaching of God’s word. Again this is not described as the Bishop
would have understood the answer in the light of what he would normally find in a
country parish church. Very commonly this would have been either a two-stage or
a three-stage structure known as two-decker or three decker pulpits. The lowest
stage was a desk from which the Parish Clerk would read the Lessons; the middle
stage was the desk and seat from which the Minister conducted the Divine Service;
while the top stage was the pulpit, high and commanding above the congregation
for the exposition of God’s Word.
The church had a large fitted surplice for the Minister to wear which was washed
and repaired at the cost of the parish. This was usually the Sexton’s job and

Mary Lewis Plaque

Despite having also to serve as curate of Roath, John Jones managed to offer two
services, both in Welsh, every Sunday at Lisvane as well as two in Llanishen.
Even more impressive was the fact that in Lisvane, if not in Llanishen, he
celebrated the Holy Communion monthly, preceded on the Friday evenings by the
congregation joining him is saying Divine Service. He was now able to say that
forty parishioners took communion at Easter and these came regularly.
All this quickening of church life was undoubtedly due to the Methodist
movement. Howell Harris had made several visits to the area earlier in the century
as had Charles Wesley and the latter preached to a Methodist Society in Llanishen
in 1741. John Jones was surely a Methodist sympathizer and the blame can hardly
be laid upon him if, after his days, the Baptist Chapel built at Derwendeg in 1789
came almost totally to eclipse the Church in Lisvane..
According to Canon Dowse a Baptist cause was established at Castleton in
Monmouthshire at the beginning of the eighteenth century from where a daughter
church of Bethesda was founded in Bassaleg in 1742 serving a vast area from
Caerphilly to Whitchurch. In about 1782 a Deacon of Bethesda by the name of
Harri Rees moved to Lisvane and became the prime mover in the establishment of
the Baptist cause at Derwendeg, the Baptist Chapel in Rudry Road. In 1799 they
had sixty seven members drawn from ten surrounding parishes.

Chapter 10 - Nineteenth Century
In 1821 the Revd Benjamin Jones, D.D. was preferred to the living and he became
the first resident Perpetual Curate. Early in his incumbency Velindre Farm, now
the Old Cottage Inn, was purchased to provide a parsonage house.
In the last chapter it was explained that in about 1733 the Curate’s income was
augmented by the purchase of Pant Glas, a farm in Bedwas, whereby the living
became a Perpetual Curacy.
Canon Dowse, on page 63 of his History, refers to
‘an indenture to be seen in the print room at Monmouth dated January 28 1768,
being a lease from Richard Evans of the parish of Llanishen co. Glamorgan,
minister of Lisvane in the same co. to Rees Thomas of the parish of Bedwas, co.
Monmouth, yeoman of a moiety of a house called Pantglas and all outhouses and
buildings, all the orchards and gardens thereto belonging, containing by
estimation 36 acres of Llanleth in measure1, known by the several names of … as
the said Rees Thomas now holds and occupies the same, reserving to the said
1

Llanleth, the local customary acre, often called a Llanblethian acre. It was
approximately two statute acres.

Richard Evans all rights as to timber, minerals etc. Yearly rent £9 9s. … term the
life of the said Thomas Rees, provided the said Richard Evans shall so long
continue minister of Lisvane.’
Canon Dowse refers further to a ‘long and very involved deed dated November 20
1737’, which includes this moiety of house and land as part of a much bigger grant
towards not only Lisvane but also Henllys in Breconshire and Ystradyfodwg in
Rhondda’ It all makes sense and I’m sure Canon Dowse is reporting accurately
but where the documents are is unknown.
The Lisvane Terrier of 1769 states that the vicar then received £30 p.a. being the
rent of a moiety of a farm in Bedwas the total acreage of which was nearly 24
acres. The parish of Ystradyfodwg had the other moiety. Bishop Barrington’s
Book puts the date of this augmentation to the living of Lisvane as 1733 which
makes sense of the fact that the then curate, Robert Cooke, was appointed rector of
Llantrithyd in 1735 while retaining Lisvane and Llanishen until his death in 1740.
This he could not have done were he not the perpetual curate in possession of the
glebe.
The following quotation is from an anonymous pamphlet entitled The History and
Architecture of Lisvane Parish Church published by the PCC in 1964. In fact the
author appears to have been the late Mr Ken Rees, then churchwarden.
In the year 1715 an Exchequer Bill notes the fact that four local landowners
conjointly owned the " Rectory and Parsonage of L1anishen and Lisvane and were
therefore entitled to all tithes both great and small and all oblations and profits
whatsoever in lieu of tithes arising within the said parishes."
It can be safely assumed that the "Rectory and Parsonage" referred to in the
document was situated at Cherry Orchard and is now known as "Velindre," a
building of farm-like appearance about 100 yards beyond the railway bridge
adjoining what is now the car park for Cefn Onn Pare. It was in fact a small farm,
and undoubtedly the Incumbents through the years followed the occupation of
farming as well as their calling as Clergymen. This state of affairs continued until
the year 1865 and the last occupant was the Revd. Benjamin Jones.
The event is recorded as follows :-" The Vicarage house was built, £600 collected
by Revd. Thos. Rees, Vicar, £600 given to meet the above by the Ecclesiastical
Commissioners on three acres of ground had in exchange with £2,000 invested in
the funds for a small farm called Velindre occupied by the late Vicar, Revd.
Benjamin Jones and purchased in his time for £1,000 and paid for by monies had
for the purpose from different donors and Queen Anne's Bounty Office, and about
£400 from the private purse of the Revd. Thomas Rees, the present Vicar. The
house was commenced in May, 1864, and was inhabited in February, 1865."

However, what Ken Rees ‘safely assumes’ is wrong in that although this cottage
was certainly the parsonage in the time of the Revd Benjamin Jones, it was not the
‘Rectory and parsonage’ referred to in the Exchequer Bill of 1715.
The Exchequer Bill in question is a complaint by the lessees of the great and lesser
tithes against a list of farmers refusing to pay the small tithes. It is found on page
92 of the Cardiff Records Volume IV. The Rectory and Parsonage there referred
to were not buildings but the ‘living’ or income of the two parishes. The Great
Tithes belonged to the Rectory and the Small Tithes to the Parsonage, both of
which then belonged to the Lewis and Kemeys families.
However, what the second part of the quotation tells us is that the moiety of the
farm Pant Glas in Bedwas acquired in about 1733 had been sold and the proportion
belonging to the curate of Llanishen and Lisvane used to buy Velindre as a
parsonage for the Revd Benjamin Jones. Then, in 1865 Velindre was sold and the
proceeds put towards the cost of the new vicarage built by the Revd Thomas Rees.
In the event Benjamin Jones was the only incumbent to live at Velindre.
Ironically it was during the ministry of the first resident curate that attendance at
St Denys collapsed and the church building was seriously neglected. Benjamin
Jones responded to the Religious Census of 1851 with the information that he had
20 present at Morning Service out of a parish population of 220. Derwendeg on
the other hand had 100 in the morning plus 2 scholars and 104 in the evening plus
38 scholars. Again, however, the point must be made that the Baptist
congregations were drawn from a wide area. It is also worth noting in the curate’s
defence that he had congregations of between 60 and 70 in the mornings and about
40 scholars in the afternoons at Llanishen. Furthermore, it has to be said that
Llanishen Church did not fall into ruin under his cure. Of course, there, he would
have been able to rely on the Lewis family to provide the means for keeping the
building in repair. In Lisvane he would have been dependent on the Parish Vestry2
being ready to vote a Church Rate for maintaining the building and it is unlikely
that, given that the majority of Vestry members were Baptists, they would have
been willing to do so as is explained below.
The severe decline in Lisvane coincided with the rise of the reforming Oxford or
Tractarian movement that led to the reintroduction of Catholic forms of worship,
more ritual, robed clergy and choirs and a renewed emphasis on Sacramental
worship. This movement was enthusiastically embraced by the Talbot family of
Margam who wielded great influence in the west of the diocese.

2

At that time all rate payers living within a parish would have had the right to participate in
meetings which considered administrative matters both ecclesiastical and secular within
their parish boundaries.

Then, when the third Marquis of Bute converted to Rome, trustees were appointed
to deal with the many advowsons that lay within his gift, and these Trustees were
heavily influenced by the Tractarians. The result was that many parishes in
Glamorgan became strongholds of these controversial new ideas. Indeed in our
own time we have become accustomed to church ordering and services that owe
much to the Oxford movement and which would have been quite alien to
eighteenth century worshippers.
The families who appointed the curates of Lisvane and Llanishen, however, were
not influenced by this new order and therefore our two churches remained within
the Evangelical Tradition and the church restoration carried out by the Revd
Thomas Rees would have been quite different from the great wave of restoration
that affected much of the county. It was not until the twenties of the last century
that features of sacramental worship were reflected in the church furnishing as is
described in chapters 13 to 15.
The end of the nineteenth century marked a fundamental change in the relationship
of church and parish. Since the time of Bishop Urban church and parish had been
synonymous, the parish was a purely ecclesiastical unit, civil matters were, in the
first place, the preserve of the manor. However, one effect of the Reformation was
to leave the needs of the poor unaddressed where previously they had been catered
for by the monasteries. Thus Tudor governments saw the need for Poor Law
legislation and quickly realized that manorial administration had decayed to such
an extent that the only universal potential unit of local government below the
county was the parish.
So poor law administration was laid upon the Parish Vestries who were given the
power to raise a poor rate and take care of the poor within their bounds. As time
went by, more and more legislation was put upon these local stalwarts, including
the maintenance of the highways. Thus, in addition to the power to raise a church
rate for church maintenance, there was laid upon the parishes the statutory duty to
raise poor rates and highway rates. With the passing of time the burden of these
duties often became intolerable for small parishes like Lisvane, and as the
exclusive nature of the Church of England gave way to more and more Dissent, the
tension between the civil and ecclesiastical duties of the parish led to much strain.
In particular the power to raise the Church Rate was permissive, a situation that
may well have contributed to the severe decay of the church fabric by the 1870s
given that the Vestry would have been controlled by a Baptist majority doubtless
conscientiously unwilling to pay for church repairs.
There is virtually no surviving record of the transactions of the Parish Vestry prior
to the last years of the nineteenth century. Minutes survive for no more than a
handful of years and the crucial Vestry Meeting that voted for the Church
Restoration was, as noted above, recorded on the flyleaf of one of the registers.

At the Easter Monday Vestry held in the Church of Lisvane or Llysfaen it was
resolved by the Revd Thomas Rees Vicar Edward Thomas Vicar’s Warden Thomas
Richards parish warden Farmers – Thos Williams – Spring Meadow Farm – Thos
Watkins Tymawr farm – Isaac Griffiths – farmer – John Evans farmer – George
Arthur Clerk and Tailor & Henry Horrald Labourer that the Church should be
thoroughly repaired and the bells recatted if the Vicar is able to get the funds by
voluntary contributions –
The significant thing to note about this resolution is the proviso that the Vicar
should find the money, the Vestry had no intention of levying a rate.
In 1898 Parish Vestries were abolished by legislation that enabled the creation of
Civil Parishes. These were obligatory for larger parishes but permissive for smaller
ones but in practice, most small parishes seem to have taken up the option
From our point of view, the main effect of the division between and Civil and
Ecclesiastical Parishes was the need to hold our own separate vestry meetings
which eventually became the Parochial Church Councils with which we are
familiar today.

Chapter 11 – Nineteenth Century rebuilding
By the middle of the 19th century, the church was roofless and almost a ruin. The
story of its rebuilding was handwritten in the Baptismal Register 1813 – 1980 by
the then Vicar, Revd Thomas Rees, who worked with tremendous enthusiasm to
repair the fabric and surroundings of the Churches of Llanishen and Lisvane, and
was affectionately known as the “Brick & Mortar Parson.”
The memorandum begins with the record of the Vestry Meeting approval for the
restoration and continues as follows:
The work was commenced on the 23rd day of April by day work under the
supervision of the Vicar & was carried on to a nice completion and the Church
reopened in Oct 1878.
(see copy to the right) The roofs of Nave, Porch – Transept, and Tower thoroughly
repaired – new flashings put between the Chancel and Nave and between the
Nave and Tower – New Iron Shoots put all round the eaves with down pipes and
new 4 inch earthen pipes for drains – Shoots painted three coats – new windows
put in Chancel & the North Lancet opened out which before was walled over and
plastered out of sight – The Chancel excavated, concreted. New Stone Steps and
Incaustic Tiles supplied from Mr W Godwins factory – Lugwardine Nr Hereford.
Fresh flues for Stove pipe made – New pulpit, reading Desk – New Sittings, and

Wood floor, and joists on the dwarf walls now erected, primed under, foundation –
floored the Transept – New windows there and in Nave – New doors on Tower –
opened out the windows on the West and East sides previously walled in – and
supplied large shades for the four windows to keep out the rain – rectified the
smaller Bell – Rebuilt the churchyard wall on the west from the level of the road
and not on the bank as before hauled all the bank into the Church Yard, and
levelled the Church [Yard] with that and removing the hill to the lower part of the
Church Yard – repaired the other walls, pulling down and rebuilding where
needed – New Iron gates made by Cross Bros Ironmongers Cardiff and the path
into the Church changed by placing the entrance about 20 yards more to the
South than the old entrance was – Formerly there six entrances and paths through
the Church which were closed before 1870 at the cost of the Vicar and by consent
of the majority of the parishioners –
The Revd Rees concluded his memorandum with a summary of the press reports
of the reopening ceremony attended by the Bishop on 15th May 1789.

Chapter 12 - The Twentieth Century to 1965
After the rebuilding of 1878, the church consisted of the tower, nave (which is
now the west aisle), chancel and sanctuary (now occupied by the choir), the south
porch (now the sacristy) and the north transept (now the front section of the north
aisle) which served as a vestry.
All this can be identified today as it has exposed stonework. One remarkable
feature of the rebuilding was the installation of the barrel ceiling which
immediately strikes the eye on entering the nave; prior to the rebuilding this was
probably a pitched ceiling following the shape of the slate roof above. One ancient
feature in the building is the holy water stoup by the door into the church from the
south porch; the porch also had wooden seats along both walls, and external iron
gates to keep the birds out. The church was lit by oil lamps and heated by a coal
stove (electricity did not come to Lisvane until 1928).

Lisvane Church was renovated in 1878, at a cost of five hundred pounds, laid out
on the Church – levelling the Church Yard and building a new wall round the
Church Yard thereby improving the edifice and the neighbourhood – the money
was raised by subscriptions, tea parties and other means, still leaving a debt due
this day to the Vicar above eighty pounds & which at present is unlikely to be
refunded. The following ministers officiated at the Reopening Services. The Vicar
read Morning Service. Dr Walters Vicar of Llansamlet read the 1st Lesson the
Revd Jn. Rees Jenkins Curate in Charge of Abergavenny read the 2nd Lesson.
Bishop of Llandaff preached in English. The Archdn of Llandaff preached at 3 pm
and Revd T Walters DD at 7 oclock in Welsh – Revd J W Evans Vicar of St
Mellons read the Afternoon Service and the Vicar at 7 read the Welsh Service.
The Days congregations were and the whole proceedings most satisfactory.
Thomas Rees June 1880
The Western Mail devoted two columns to the event including a full summary of
the Bishop’s sermon. Lord Tredegar and the Marquis of Bute contributed
munificently towards the £500 needed and an account in the Western Mail of a
‘Tea Party and Rustic Sports’ in aid of the restoration of Llysfaen Church gives us
a flavour of the parochial fund raising effort. Tea was served in the Llanishen
school room under the supervision of the Vicar’s wife to ‘a very large number of
persons’ accompanied by a ‘discourse of sacred music by the Llanedern string
band.’ ‘Avery large concourse of persons assembled to watch the sports’ many of
whom ‘danced to the music of the Melingriffith Band ... The Rhymney Railway
Company laid on special trains [enabling] an exceedingly large number of persons
from Cardiff [to] avail themselves of the agreeable outing.’ The reporter concluded
that ‘The affair was very successful and would undoubtedly be considerably
beneficial to the object in view.’ Nevertheless there was a shortfall leaving the
poor vicar ‘above eighty pounds’ out of pocket.

Holy water stoup
At this stage in the Church’s history, all administration was carried out by the
Vicar and the two Churchwardens. The only public meeting was the annual Easter
Vestry, which replaced the former Parish Vestry. The purpose of the Easter Vestry
was simply to elect the People’s Warden, appoint Sidesmen and pass the Accounts
for the preceding 12 months

The first surviving Minute Book for ‘St Deny’s Church Lisvane Glamorganshire’
begins with the Easter vestry of 1910. It appears to be the moment when the Revd
W Dovey, who had moved to Llanmartin the previous January, handed over as
Vicar to the Revd R Ll Rhys. Mr W H Cull was appointed as Vicar’s warden and
Mr Philip Williams was elected People’s Warden. Mr Williams was the
blacksmith living with his postmistress mother Mary Williams at Tir y Groes Fach
i.e. until recently Mr Gwyn Husband’s shop opposite the War Memorial. Mrs
Williams was bilingual but he spoke only English. At this meeting condolences
were voted to the family of the late Mr George Thomas who had been Vicar’s
Warden for many years. Tribute was paid to the retiring People’s Warden, Mr
James Stacey who had also held the post for a great many years. Mr Stacey was a
Mortgage Broker living at Brynhyfred and was from Bridgwater, Somerset by
birth. A copy of the Accounts for the year 1911-12 is illustrated below.

dismember the Church by cutting off from the Province of Canterbury the four
Welsh Dioceses & to despoil it by confiscating to secular uses endowments
consecrated to the service of God; and this Vestry further urges all Christian
people, irrespective of political party, to unite in uncompromising resistance to
any Bill embodying such proposals.” A further distribution of the Resolution was
made after the 1913 Easter Vestry.
At parish level, the Act set up Parochial Church Councils (PCC). The new PCC of
six members together with the Incumbent and two Churchwardens met for the first
time on 16th April 1920. Elections were made to the Ruridecanal Conference,
Patronage Board and the Parochial Authority whose duties were to maintain the
Electoral Roll. The first revision of the Roll in 1921 listed 49 people.
The Vicar, Rev R Ll Rhys, also proposed that the church should set up a Freewill
Offering Scheme with parishioners committing to regular giving on a monthly,
quarterly or annual basis, from 1d to 10s per week according to means. The
Scheme would fund the Diocesan and Central Quota, Curacy Fund, Sunday School
Fund, Home and Foreign Missions. This was agreed and set up at subsequent
meetings.
Collectors were appointed to cover every road; the smallness of the village at that
time is shown by the fact that the street allocations were just: Mill Road, Graig
Road and Cherry Orchard Road, Chapel Road (now Rudry Road), Lisvane Road,
and St Mellons Road and Cefn Mably Road. The Accounts presented annually to
the Easter Vestry Meeting record the income from each road. It was administered
as a separate Account. The various annual statements show that it was also used
for church maintenance and to help fund church improvements. A report with the
annual Accounts was circulated to all participants. The 1921 report shows that 40
families were contributing, and the income that year was £126.10s.0d. This can be
compared with the Churchwardens’ General Account which received £42.18s.8d
in General Offertories and £5.19s.3d in Special Collections for named charities.
In 1921 the gutter was dug around the church and cemented, as the level of the
churchyard at the west end of the church was above the level of the church floor,
and there was no damp course. A decision was also taken in 1921 to distemper the
interior walls, an action which was undone in 1931 at a cost of £140; traces of the
paint can be still seen by looking carefully.

1920 was an historic year in the life of the church in Wales when the Welsh
Church Act 1919 came into effect, thereby creating a disestablished and
disendowed Church in Wales with a new Constitution. This had been debated for
many years, and the Parish Vestry had been moved as early as Easter 1912 to send
a Resolution to the Prime Minister (Rt Hon Herbert Asquith), MP’s, the local press
and the Central Church Committee strongly protesting against “the proposal to

Particularly during the 1920’s and 1930’s the building was gradually enriched with
new fittings. All the wooden additions were made out of walnut stained Austrian
oak and in matching styles, which gave the interior a fine impression of unity.
This was later carried through to the console of the new organ when it was
installed in 1974. The firm of Knox and Wells executed much of the work. In
1923 a screen was erected across the arch of the north transept to separate the
vestry from the nave.

In 1925 a new altar was erected at a cost of £120. A new pulpit was installed at a
cost of £115, donated by Mr Alan Schiach as a thank offering for his restoration to
health after a serious illness. The pulpit was quite large as it incorporated the
alcove containing the window now behind and above the present altar. The old
pulpit was donated to Birchgrove Mission Church in the Parish of Whitchurch,
which is now St Thomas’s in Pantbach Road.
In 1929 a screen was erected across the chancel arch and a new oak floor installed
in the chancel, the gift of Mr W Stuart Martin of Pontyclun in memory of Mr and
Mrs H W Martin, formerly of “Sherwood”, Llanishen. The cost was £130. It was
dedicated on 6th October 1923, and is recorded on a plate which can now be found
low down behind the third row of choir stalls, this section of the stalls having
made use of part of the chancel screen when the church was reordered in 1979.
Also in 1929 a new altar cross, candlesticks and vases were purchased from
monies obtained by subscription and the Sunday School.
Electricity came to Lisvane in 1928 and electric light was installed in the Church
in 1929, the cost being borne by Mr E A Prosser of Llanishen, who at the time was
the Manager of the old Rhymney and Cardiff Railways, in memory of his son,
Lt.C E G Prosser. At the same time the stove was replaced and fitted with a new
flue and the chimney was built, the PCC having decided that a stove was still the
best way to heat the church.
Major repairs to the tower area were undertaken in 1933 as it was found that the
floor beams on the ground and first floor had perished and the bell chamber floor
also needed extra support.
In 1934 choir stalls were presented by Mr D S Prosser in memory of the late Mr E
A Prosser. These now form the front row of the present choir stalls. The plate
recording the gift has been placed on the end face. A new communion rail was
installed which is still in use, located on either side of the present altar. An oak
lectern was also given by an anonymous benefactor.

The "Swaithling" Chalice
The Churchwardens’ wands were presented to the church by Mr Norman Ingledew
on 8th November 1942. Up to that time, Lisvane had borrowed wands from
Llanishen whenever the Bishop visited. Two sanctuary chairs, designed by Percy
Thomas, President RIBA, and donated by Mr E A Lyddon and his sister Mrs
Berthon, were dedicated on 1st June 1945.
In February 1945 the PCC started to discuss its desire to install a War Memorial in
the church. The first proposal was to open up a blocked up window in the east
wall of the Vestry (now the front section of the north aisle). The matter was still
being discussed in early 1946 when some members of the PCC wanted to create a
new window in the north wall of the nave (now the west aisle). Eventually in April
1946 it was decided to place the window and its associate stone tablet in the larger
of the two windows in the south wall of the nave, and also to open up the window
in the east wall of the Vestry and glaze it using the plain glass taken from the nave
window. The Memorial was dedicated by the Bishop at Morning Prayer on 1st
June 1947.

In 1936, new external oak doors were fitted to the tower entrance and the path
from the lych gate was extended to the south porch. On 16th August the oak doors
between the tower and the nave were dedicated, the gift of Mr Norman Ingledew,
then Secretary of the PCC.
On 4th April 1937 a chalice and paten were presented by Mrs Pritchard-Williams
and dedicated by the Vicar. The chalice was modelled after the famous Swaithling
Chalice in the Victoria & Albert Museum, which was of Irish origin, of handwrought silver, and described as of “grace and beauty in form and line
unequalled”. Mrs Pritchard Williams was the daughter of E Turner, the builder of
Ty Gwyn, City Hall and houses by the War Memorial.

The War Memorial Window and Tablet

At this time the church was heated by an anthracite stove located in the northeast
corner of the nave, between the vestry and the chancel arch. The flue door is still
in situ. The PCC in 1949 noted the difficulty of obtaining labour to stoke it. Later
in the year they took advice and installed tubular heaters in the pews.
The church by now would have been recognisable as the building which was
familiar to worshippers up until 1979 when the church was enlarged. The
photographs record the interior at this time, showing the screen, lectern, pulpit,
choir stalls, altar and communion rail.

Music was led by a harmonium. This was replaced in 1950 by a chamber organ
standing in the entrance to the north transept which is described in more detail in
Chapter 22.
In 1961 it was decided to wind up the Freewill Offering Scheme and replace it
with a Church Maintenance Scheme, with people being asked to donate £1 per
week by envelope which could be covenanted so that the church could recover the
income tax. The money raised by the Scheme was to be used to maintain the
church and the services so that all the weekly collections could be given to charity.
As the cost of running the church increased, so a debate ensued about the best use
of the Freewill Offering Scheme and the collections. Eventually it was replaced,
in the 1970’s, by the present Planned Giving Scheme, with the PCC committing to
give 10% of the church’s income to charity.
The Processional Cross was given to the church by Mr and Mrs Barzey (the
organist) in 1961.
The church building was put on the List of Buildings of Special Architectural and
Historic Interest in 1963 and is now listed as a Grade II monument. The impact of
this was particularly felt in the mid-1970s, as it had a direct influence on plans to
enlarge the church.
The stone Memorial Cross in the churchyard to mark the area where ashes were
buried was commissioned from Frank Roper and erected in 1964.

Interior in 1979

In the early 1960’s, Harvest was celebrated with an Evensong on the last Thursday
of September. The church would be well decorated, and full to overflowing. The
expansion of Lisvane was only about to begin and the village was still very much
still a farming community. Then after Evensong on the following Sunday, the
Harvest Supper was held in the Memorial Hall. The start was held back to allow
time for the congregation from the Baptist Chapel to come and join in after their
evening service. It was at this time that the tradition of the Harvest Cake began. It
was baked by Mrs Barbara Gwatkin (née Diment), who still does the same today
(in 2014). However the celebration of harvest as a village event has fallen away
and it is now only celebrated on the Sunday.

Chapter 13 - 1965 to the Extension of the Building in 1979
Up until the mid-1960’s the care of the Parish had usually been delegated to
an Assistant Curate domiciled in Llanishen. In 1965 the Rev R E P
(Raymond) Davies, the incumbent of Blaengwynfia, had asked to come back
to the parish. A house would be required. The PCC decided to purchase 8
Cherry Tree Close. Lisvane now had a resident Assistant Curate.This
coincided with the start of a major increase in the population of Lisvane,
which began with the building of the Wimpey Estate, centred on Heol y Delyn
and Rowan Way with their side roads, and houses along the length of
Llwynypia Road.
The pattern of Sunday worship since 1936 had been an early Holy Eucharist,
mid-morning Morning Prayer, and Evensong. Mr Davies with the support of
the Vicar proposed introducing an extra service, a Family Eucharist with
increased lay participation, at 9.30 am. This started for a trial period on Low
Sunday 1966. In its earliest days the service was supported principally by two
families, the Coles and the Prospers, who between them numbered four adults
and six children The earliest extant Service Register which starts on 27th
October 1968 records the number of communicants had risen to about 25 to
which has to be added children who had not yet been confirmed. It is
probably fair to say that the new service grew in popularity as new young
families moved into Lisvane, whilst the older residents supported the
traditional services.
Towards the end of 1967 a discussion was initiated in the PCC concerning the
danger of fragmenting the congregation between too many services. The
debate continued throughout 1967 and 1968, but seems to have been settled
when the Vicar reported to the Easter Vestry in 1969 that the 9.30 am service
had proved a splendid success and was attended by goodly numbers, the
Service Register by now was regularly recording in excess of 30
communicants. Morning Prayer ceased in 1972.
In 1969, Mr Jack Price was licensed by the Bishop to administer the chalice at
the Family Eucharist, the first in a continuing line of chalice administrators.
Eucharistic vestments were introduced at the end of 1969.
As the 1970’s progressed and Lisvane became ever bigger, so the church
became fuller and fuller. The idea of extending the church building had first
been mooted in the PCC in 1966, but no action was taken. Now it was
becoming urgent, and various ideas were discussed in the PCC starting in
1971.

The first step towards finding more space was taken in 1974 when the chamber
organ was replaced by the present instrument, situated on a platform above the
door at the west end of the Nave, thus releasing space in the north transept. The
panels of the side screen had been hinged, so with these open, extra seating could
be placed in the transept.
Although this helped, it was soon apparent that something substantially more was
needed. Even the organist complained when he found he had to share his bench
with at least two other members of the congregation on popular feasts like
Christmas Eve. This was hardly surprising; the Service Register shows that at
Midnight Mass in 1975 there were 133 communicants to which would be added
the children of the choir and other visitors, making a total in excess of 150. This in
a church which seated only 78 in the nave with about15 seats in the chancel.
Towards the end of 1976 the PCC appointed a Space Committee chaired by
Churchwarden George Munday, to develop ideas for enlarging the building. As
well as architectural discussions, they also took advice from Dr Gilbert Cope,
Deputy Director of the Institute for the Study of Worship and Religious
Architecture at the University of Birmingham. A major factor influencing the
debate was the fact that the church is a Grade 2 listed building, and so any
proposals would have to be acceptable not only to the Diocesan Advisory
Committee but also Cardiff City’s Planning Department.
At the same time as the PCC was concerned with the design of the building, it was
also worried about the level of income. Advice was sought from the Church in
Wales’s Provincial Stewardship Director, Mr Derek Lane, who advised that the
PCC first needed to take the time to consider how it actually worked. Taking the
advice, the PCC spent a weekend at St Teilo’s Priory (a retreat House near St
Margaret’s Church, Roath, but no longer in existence) in February 1977 for two
days of discussions The Bishop of Llandaff celebrated the Holy Eucharist in the
Priory’s chapel to start the proceedings, and Derek Lane chaired the discussions.
The discussion ranged over all the activities of the parish and led to many new
initiatives. Probably the most fundamental outcome was to reorganise the
meetings of the PCC itself. Up to this time they had been held in church, the Vicar
chairing the meeting from the front and the members sitting in the pews. It was
quickly agreed that this was not conducive to debate, or commitment. Thereafter,
PCC meetings were held in members’ own houses, preceded by a house Eucharist
also attended by family and friends, and the Council sat in the round. The
improvement in the quality of debate and the extent of commitment were
immediately apparent. The subject of finance and a possible Stewardship
campaign turned out to be the least important part of the weekend, though it did
lead in due course to a fully resourced campaign. When the Council grew in size in
the 1990’s the meetings returned to church, being held in the hall, but still in the
round. The PCC continues to hold “away days” from time to time.

Reverting to the building, it was quickly agreed that the south porch should
become a sacristy. On the other side of the building the options were to fill in
the rectangle between the body of the church and the north transept on either
the north-east or north-west corners, or to extend the north transept. The
matter was settled in January 1978 when the Planning Department decreed
that the cruciform shape of the building as seen from above had to be retained.
Extending the north transept was the only acceptable option. Berwyn Thomas
and Partners were appointed architects.
From the clergy’s side, the main responsibility for steering the project had
devolved onto Lisvane’s assistant curate Revd John Lewis (who eventually
became Dean of Llandaff Cathedral) as the vicar Canon Leonard Dowse was
recovering from a stroke and had to take life easy.
Attention now had to be turned to the internal layout of the church within the
overall outline. It was rapidly agreed that the altar should be brought down
from the east end to somewhere in the junction of the two aisles. The question
was whether the altar should continue to be in a central position or whether it
should be angled. The PCC voted for the angled scheme, but decided that the
views of the congregation at large should be canvassed. At the Sunday
services on 5th February 1978, the Revd John Lewis gave a masterly
exposition of the two options and how they would work in practice, bearing in
mind that the congregation would now be sitting on two sides, in the old nave
which would become the west aisle, and in the extended transept which would
become the north aisle; the choir would be seated in the old chancel. The
feedback was emphatically in favour of the angled scheme. This was then
worked up in detail and presented to the Archdeacon on 16th March who was
impressed. A key part of the presentation was an artist’s impression of the
new sanctuary, drawn by Rosemary Surfleet. In what was a tight space, care
was taken to ensure that the celebrant at the Eucharist would have the space to
move safely around the altar – Canon Dowse was a large man – and that there
should be room in front of the sanctuary step to allow a coffin to be
manoeuvred.
By the end of April formal planning permission was received from Cardiff
City. Diocesan approval for the exterior was given in June, but its approval
for the principles of the internal design came later in the year. In October five
firms submitted tenders for the external works and Watkin Williams (Cardiff)
Ltd was successful. The estimate for the external works was £32555 after
allowing for fees and contingencies. An architectural dig had to take place
before work could start. The stone for the new exterior walls was obtained
from a local quarry, quite likely from the same rock as was used when the
church was first built. Although the stone contains many reddish and brown
hues, already the pigments are being washed out by the rain. Given a few
more years, the walls will be identical with the rest of the building.

Rosemary Surfleet's Artist's Impression of how the church
might look.
The Space Committee now concentrated on the reordering of the interior. Advice
was taken from the eminent sculpture Frank Roper1. On a visit to his studio in
Penarth he explained his ideas illustrated by photographs and models. The PCC
accepted his ideas and commissioned him to design, create and install the
sanctuary – altar in Purbeck marble, stone ashlar facing on the walls with a seat
and inbuilt credence table, the reredos in gilded cast aluminium, candlesticks and
bookrest. The sanctuary was paved with Pennant stone slabs obtained from
Newport Borough Council. When the time came to build the altar the men of the
choir and friends under the direction of Frank Roper became the heavy gang.
Frank Roper also recommended the colour “Buckskin” for the carpeting, to be in
harmony with the stonework. The carpet was funded by the St Denys Ladies’
Guild. Eric Fitzgerald of Larch Grove made and gave the silver cross mounted in
the centre of the cross beneath the altar.
1

Frank Roper (1914 – 2000) was an eminent sculptor with work in many important ecclesiatical
buildings. Locally examples of his work can be found in Llandaff Cathedral, Christ Church, Roath
Park, St Martin, Roath, St Saviour, Splott, St Augustine, Rumney, Michaelston-le-Pit, St Mary,
Wenvoe as well as Lisvane. Further afield, there are pieces in Peterborough Cathedral, Durham
Cathedral, St David’s Cathedral, Pembrokeshire, Wells Cathedral, and elsewhere.

The cost of the additional works, including a new electricity supply to the
church, the oak exterior doors for the sacristy, lights, the reordering of seating,
choir stalls and the sanctuary was another £17705, bringing the total cost to
approximately £40000. A considerable saving in cost was made by George
Davis and his team of electrical engineers and helpers from the congregation
who installed the new electrics.
The PCC set up a Coordinating Committee chaired by Jeffrey Morgan with
Colonel Frank Watson as secretary to raise the necessary funds. Although a
low interest loan from the Church in Wales would be available in the short
term, a sizeable sum was still needed. As well as an appeal to church
members and Lisvane residents which raised £9000, a programme of events
was planned running through 1979. This included a sponsored walk on the
M4 from Coryton to St Mellons and back, just before the motorway opened to
traffic (very hard work on a hot summer’s day, on tarmac and no shade), a
dance at the Ty Mawr, a Sunday luncheon party, a Barn Dance in a real barn
at Ty’n-y-Berllan Farm, cheese and wine evening, a musical evening with
food, a charity shop in Canton (which raised £980), another sponsored walk
on Forestry Commission land, a fashion show in City Hall (over £1000),
skittles evening, and a choral concert. Many agreed that this programme of
events in a common cause did much to bring individuals who worshipped at
St Denys together and to bring the church community closer to the residents
of Lisvane at large.

For the new hall, tables and chairs for the Junior Church were purchased from
South Glamorgan’s store of used educational equipment. The piano was spotted in
a dentist’s surgery, purchased and moved to Lisvane in a horsebox.
All was completed in November 1979, and Bishop John Poole Hughes, the Lord
Bishop of Llandaff, rehallowed the church building and consecrated the new altar
on the evening of November 26thand celebrated the Eucharist. Also to mark the
occasion, the Welsh composer Alun Hoddinott, who at the time lived in Mill Road,
wrote a new anthem “Great is the Lord” for the choir to sing at the Communion
(since published by the Oxford University Press. The church’s copy contains a
final flourish on the organ which is missing from the published version).

The organ console was moved from the north aisle to its new position in the
chancel. Seats for the north aisle were obtained from Tonypandy church
where a side aisle was being emptied to create a more useful space. As much
of the existing wood furnishings as possible was reused. The choirstalls were
turned through 90° to form the front of the new choir stalls and fitted with
music desks. One side of the chancel screen was used to make the visible
front of the third row of choir stalls. Removing the altar left a section of blank
wall; this was filled with panelling from the transept screen. The main
uprights of the chancel screen and some of the scroll work became the Paschal
candle stand and the music desk. The altar rails and the credence table were
relocated. The altar, pulpit and lectern found a new home in St Thomas’s,
Aberkenfig. The portable legilium, which replaced the function of both pulpit
and lectern, was made by a friend of the Revd. John Lewis and its
embroidered falls in the four liturgical colours were designed and made by a
needlewoman living in The Heath. The local blacksmith made a pair of
“Suffolk Ring” light fittings to match those in the original nave. Even though
so much work had to be done in building the new sanctuary and the
reordering, it was so scheduled that the church was not available for worship
for only two Sundays.

Views of the Re-ordered Interior

Chapter 14 - 1980 – 2010
Although the extension of the church had been completed, there was still an
outstanding debt to the Church in Wales. Events continued to be organised to
raise funds, some being offered by individuals, such as the Revd Terry
Curnow, a former assistant curate and now Chaplain of Taunton School who
brought the school’s choir and musicians to give a concert in Llandaff
Cathedral, and Mr Michael Durrant who played one verse of every hymn in
Hymns Ancient and Modern Revised, for sponsorship. In 1981 the
Coordinating Committee was redesignated as the Social Committee. It
continued to arrange events which in the next few years raised funds to pay
off the debt, and when this was achieved in 1983, to raise funds for charity.
The first charities to benefit were Christian Aid from a function in Caerphilly
Castle, and The Children’s Society from a Fashion Show. The Committee
continued to organise several events a year up to about 2000, including the
Harvest Supper, Pancake evenings, Flower Festivals, Music Halls, and bigger
events

In 1972, Canon Dowse had published his book “Llanishen and Lisvane”, his
account of the history of the two parishes from the earliest days to the early 20th C.
He used this as the basis of the text for a “Pageant on the Life of Lisvane in six
scenes”. This was first performed in the churchyard during the Lisvane Festival of
1980, with costumes being loaned by Welsh National Opera, and revived in 1982
and 1990.

1980 marked 60 years from the creation of the Church in Wales, marked by
activities under the title “Celebration 80”. One event was a celebration of the
Holy Eucharist by all the bishops in Cardiff Arms Park. The parish, choir and
congregation, joined the procession from the Law Courts to the stadium. The
St Denys banner now displayed on the North Aisle wall was made for the
occasion by Mrs Joan James. One person in the procession heard an onlooker
say “Most processions are very serious. All these people are happy.”
The parish had a silver chalice believed to be Elizabethan. Because of
concerns that it might be damaged by continual use, a modern chalice was
purchased in 1981 for everyday use. Eventually, in 1990, the old chalice was
taken to Sotheby’s for examination and valuation for insurance purposes. The
verdict was that the chalice was originally a beaker hallmarked London ca.
1680 to which a foot had been added in the first half of the 18th Century; this
invalidated the hallmark and made it illegal for the piece to be sold.

The "Elizabethan" Chalice

St Denys Pageant June 1989

A Quinquennial Inspection1 was carried out in 1984, which reported that the
lightning conductor needed attention, the timbers in the tower and belfry
required treatment, the roofs required reslating, and some repairs were
required to the building’s masonry and the boundary wall. The estimated cost
was £26,700. Some £10,000 was already reserved in the parish’s accounts;
the PCC debated how to raise the extra money required without disturbing the
charitable aims of the Social Committee’s activities. A Gift Day in 1986
made a substantial contribution, aided by interest-free loans from individuals
and a loan from the Diocesan Board of Finance. Some social activities were
in the event designated for the Roof Appeal.
The brass Offertory Plates and a set of vestments were dedicated on 23rd
September 1984 in memory of Harry and Elsie Diment of Hollies Farm,
Rudry Road,. They had been very regular worshippers at Evensong, and also
most hospitably hosted the choir singing carols at the farm in the run up to
Christmas.
In 1989, it was decided that the house at 8 Cherry Tree Close was inadequate
for a family with children. It was sold and 7 Church Close purchased in its
place. The first Assistant Curate to live there was the Revd Stephen Thatcher
with his family, Unfortunately within 12 months the property and others in
the road were affected by subsidence. Dealing with this and getting repairs
done occupied the PCC for a long time, during which the Thatchers were put
to much inconvenience.
1991 was the year when the Church in Wales debated and decided whether to
allow the ordination of women to the Priesthood. Women deacons had been
allowed since 1980, when one of the first was the Revd Joanna Legg the wife
of Lisvane’s Assistant Curate Revd Adrian Legg; at the time she was already
a Deaconess. The PCC’s vote on the issue was close: 8 For, 7 Against and 1
abstention.
In 1994, further repairs to the building were required. The tower roof again
needed attention and it was decided to decorate the ceilings and at the same
time to overhaul the organ.
One of the issues which dominated the concerns of the PCC in the 1990’s was
a shortage of clerical manpower. During the time of Canon Dowse as vicar,
he had usually had the help of three Assistant Curates, all of whom would be
1

Quinquennial Inspections The Church in Wales requires every parish to
arrange an inspection by a qualified architect every five years, who reports on the
work needed to maintain the buildings, and its urgency.

at least in their second curacies and so capable of taking on a degree of
independent oversight. One was allocated to and resident in Lisvane. The other
two were allocated to Llanishen, one living near to and caring for Christ Church,
Roath Park, and the other assisting in St Isan’s and St Faith’s on the North
Llanishen Estate.
Clergy numbers were dropping when the Revd Neville Jones succeeded Canon
Dowse in 1984. The three Assistant Curates dropped to two, and they were less
experienced. Sometimes one was still a Deacon, and for a time a part-time nonstipendiary minister (NSM) helped. In order to offset the shortage of Priests and
allow a Deacon to administer Holy Communion, and to aid giving sick
Communions, an aumbrey with a permanent light for the reservation of the Holy
Sacrament were donated and added to the sanctuary, again designed, made and
installed by Frank Roper. Another impact of the manpower shortage was a change
in the arrangements on Sunday mornings, when Matins took the place of Holy
Eucharist on one Sunday in the month, which could be taken by a Lay Reader.
The manpower situation was aggravated by the building of new houses in
Thornhill which fell within the parish of Llanishen and so increased the population
of the parish. In 1987 the Christ Church committee had proposed that they should
have a vicar of their own within a Rectorial Benefice which started a debate
between all the churches. One proposal from Lisvane was that, in an effort to even
up the responsibility for the population, Thornhill should be moved into the parish
of Lisvane. The effect of this would be to reduce the population of the parish of
Llanishen from 39,000 to 34,000, and increase Lisvane from 6,000 to 11,000. This
did not come about. Things came to a head with a joint meeting of the two PCC’s
with the Archdeacon in November 1991 to point out the lack of clergy, particularly
with an expanding parish. Eventually the Bishop proposed that Christ Church
should become a separate parish, that Lisvane should have its own incumbent, and
that the boundary between Llanishen and Lisvane should be moved westward, so
that Lisvane took in the land north of Lisvane Road up to the railway line, north to
the M4 (Mill Road and Millrace Close), and then take in the new development of
Cefn Onn Meadows and extend along the M4 taking in the land up to the ridge of
Caerphilly mountain westward to the Nant y Briwnant (west of Thornhill Road).
The parish now had to find a house suitable to be a vicarage. Conveniently 2
Llwyn-y-pia Road came on the market and the owner was pleased to sell to the
church. 7 Church Close was sold when the then Assistant Curate, Revd Robert
Jarman, left the parish. The net cost to the parish was £38,500, of which £13,500
came from the parish’s reserves and a loan was obtained from the Diocesan Board
of Finance. The changes came into effect with the Induction of the Revd. Gwilym
Williams on 18th November 1993.

building has been put to various good uses. She also left a legacy of £1000 to
maintain her husband Jack’s grave and his memorial, the granite cross above the
Postern Gate.
In due course the Junior Church had expanded to a size which also required using
the Old School.
It was not until 1999 that the PCC decided that something really had to be done
about the lack of space, and commissioned Caroe & Partners of Bristol to produce
a detailed plan having particular regard to the need for one entrance to help unify
the congregation and to give extra seating capacity. The initial proposals were
greeted positively by CADW and Cardiff Council’s Planning Department.
Revd Gwilym Williams retired as vicar at the end of 2000, and was succeeded in
March 2001 by Revd Paul Thompson who inherited the ongoing work. Detailed
proposals were eventually put to the PCC in 2002, and then to the Easter Vestry in
2003. The vote was a dead heat, 54 For, 54 Against with 1 abstention. This
inconclusive result led the PCC to, in effect, go back to the beginning of the design
process, sending out a Building Needs Questionnaire to all the church’s
organisations. In 2004 new architects were appointed, and their proposals were
considered in March 2007. When it was realised that the cost of the development
had risen to £2.4 million, the PCC in 2008 decided to shelve the project. Some
consideration has since been given to a phased development plan at a significantly
lower cost.

Map of Parish showing the old and new boundaries
Another dominant theme, running through the 1990’s and 2000’s was the
desire for more space. Although the church had been extended in 1979, within
constraints imposed by the Planning Authorities, by 1990 the PCC was
beginning to be concerned that the facilities were still inadequate. One
scheme was put forward by the Revd John Hawkins, an architect and NSM
from Croydon who resided in the parish for a month to assist during the gap
between the departure of Revd Stephen Thatcher and the arrival of Revd
Robert Jarman in 1992. Other ideas were generated by Churchwarden David
Lumley, also an architect. None of these were followed up at the time
In the meantime, to meet the need for extra space, particularly for Junior
Church which ran concurrently with the newly introduced 11 am Morning
Praise service, the rooms in Church House opposite the Postern gate were
brought into use for the overflow. Church House, 7 Church Road opposite the
Postern Gate, was bequeathed “on trust for the Church of St Denys, Lisvane”
by Mrs Maida Price in 1999. The house in its location so close to the church

There had been complaints, particularly from people sitting at the back of the
North Aisle, about the difficulty of hearing what was said in church, especially if
the background noise level was higher than normal when there were a lot of
children in church. A sound reinforcement system was installed in 1997. In due
course this system was considered inadequate for the needs of Praise Services and
the Music Group. It was replaced in 2013, and incorporated an induction loop for
the hard of hearing.
On his arrival as Vicar in 1993, the Revd Gwilym Williams decided to progress
the work of the parish through a number of sub-committees (some of which were
already in existence), which functioned throughout his incumbency: Finance &
Stewardship, Buildings and Fabric, Social, Mission & Parish Audit, Education &
Nurture, Worship, Evangelism & Outreach, Ecumenical, Planning Needs. A
Pastoral Care Group was set up in 1995 which is still functioning. The Revd Paul
Thompson decided he would manage the parish differently, disbanding the subcommittees and substituting a Pastoral Leadership Team.
When Revd Christopher Burr became Vicar in 2010, he re-established a number of
working groups to review how the different aspects of parish life were functioning
and to produce plans for their development.

In addition to activities based in the church, the Revd Gwilym Williams
encouraged the formation of Home Groups. By 2001 it was reported that six
of these were in existence. Renamed Connect Groups, by 2013 nine groups
were functioning.
The first two of many Alpha Courses were run in 1994 and are still arranged
when the demand is there. The peak year was probably 1996 when four
courses were organised, including a Youth Alpha and a Young Mums Alpha.
A happy occasion on 28th June 1997 was the ordination of one of the
congregation, Mrs Mari Price as a Deacon. She had been a Lay Reader since
1991, and went on to be priested in 1998. She later served in the Parish of
Roath, and then as a Chaplain in Llandaff Cathedral.
Although the Revd Gwilym Williams had had some secretarial help based in
his office at the Vicarage, the bequest of 7 Church Road, now named Church
House, allowed the setting up of a Parish Office in one of the ground floor
rooms.
Denise Searle was appointed the first, part-time, Parish
Secretary/Administrator.
Up to 2001 the Parish of Lisvane had been part of the Deanery of Caerphilly.
In a reorganisation of Deanery boundaries, Lisvane became part of the Cardiff
Deanery.
A significant expansion of the parish’s outreach capability came about in
2001, when an anonymous donation of £10,000 matched by the PCC allowed
the parish to employ a full-time Youth Worker. Accommodation was
provided by converting the first floor of Church House into a flat. The parish
has been able to continue employing a Youth Worker ever since. In particular
as well as increasing the resource for the parish to look after its own youth,
especially teenagers, it enabled the church to increase its involvement with
Llsyfaen Primary School, Llanishen High School and a village Youth Club
jointly with the Baptist Chapel. The bench seat sited outside the east wall of
the church, looking out over the fields, was given by Mrs Patricia Richards of
Llwn-y-pia Road in memory of her husband Alun T Richards in 2000.

Chapter 15 - Tithes
A tithe is a tenth part of one’s income set aside for a particular purpose, usually
government or church. It has a very early origin in Babylon but, as it has evolved
in Europe, it derives from Mosaic Law. Biblical texts support the practice which
led to its adoption by the medieval church as a means of supporting the clergy.
They were introduced in Glamorgan by Urban, who was Bishop from 1107 -1134.
He created the modern Diocese of Llandaff which he organized on territorial lines
with defined parishes and parish priests supported by tithes.
Originally tithes were collected as payment in kind (produce) from each farm.
Tithes of corn, wheat, barley and oats were the most valuable items and the easiest
to collect. Less easy would be a miscellany of pigs, calves, eggs, milk and cheese.
The tithes were not a popular tax; it was always an intolerable burden on all
farmers, from the peasantry of the 12th-16th century to the non-conformist farmers
of the 19th century, who resented a payment to the established church.
In many places tithes were commuted to money payments by a variety of local
agreements. In Lisvane, by the time of the Tithe Commutation in 1844, there was a
longstanding customary payment in lieu of the small tithes. For each cow 1 ½ d. in
lieu of the tithe of milk, for each calf an annual sum of 1d. ; for each colt an annual
sum of 1d. ; for each sow an annual payment 1/-; for each fleece of wool a sum of
1d.; for every hive of bees 4d. in lieu of the tithe of honey, and for each ancient
farm an annual sum of 2d. in lieu of the tithe of hay. We can get some idea of the
antiquity of this modus from a case in the Court of Exchequer in 1711 when
virtually all the farmers of the parish were charged, by the lessees of the tithes,
with withholding their tithes of calves, milk, wool, lambs, pigs, geese, turkeys,
ducks, hens and other poultry, eggs, underwood, honey, apples, pears, hops, plums
and other fruit and hay, and their Easter offerings for themselves, their wives and
families, and other tithes. It was alleged that the defendants pretended that some
modus is payable in lieu of small tithes, yet deny to discover what that modus is. It
would appear that the lessees lost their case.
However, so far as the great tithes of corn and grain were concerned, these were
still, in 1846, being collected in kind. The tithe owners, or their agents, would
enter the fields and take their due of one sheaf in ten of corn, oats or barley.
Regardless of any threat of bad weather the farmers were obliged to wait for the
tithe owners or their agents to come and take their one sheaf in ten before the
harvest could be carried home. In Lisvane they had to negotiate with two tithe
owners. No wonder the Consistory courts are littered with cases of farmers being
sued for withholding their tithes.

Chapter 16 - Curates of Lisvane and Llanishen
The first question to be addressed when discussing the curates is why we had
curates of Lisvane, Vicars of St Mary’s Cardiff and Rectors of parishes like St
Brides super Ely. The answer lies in the history of the tithes. When the
parochial system was being introduced in the eleventh and twelfth centuries, a
tithe was levied on the ‘increase’ yielded by farming the land, and this,
together with a small farm known as the ‘glebe’, was intended to support the
priest who was charged, by his bishop, with the ‘cure of souls’ within that
tithing area. This priest was the leader of his flock and became known in Latin
as the Rector.
However, no sooner had tithes been introduced, than the Norman Lords began
to impropriate them to support the new Monasteries that they were founding.
Once a Monastery became the tithe owner the Abbot became the Rector of the
parish and he received the great tithes or the tithe of corn on behalf of the
Abbey. The lesser tithes, being miscellaneous and more difficult to collect,
were, more often than not, apportioned to the priest whom the Abbot
appointed to serve the parish. This man, who was standing in the place of the
Abbot as rector became known, in Latin, as the Vicar. He was a beneficed
clergyman who enjoyed the small tithes and a portion of the glebe, the
‘vicarial glebe’. He had what was known as a ‘Parson’s Freehold’ and could
not be removed except in extreme circumstances. However, in some cases, the
Abbey retained the whole tithe and appointed a priest on a stipend. These
men were curates, they had no benefice, no tithe, no glebe and no ‘Parson’s
Freehold’ or security of tenure. Such were the curates of Llanishen and
Lisvane.
Some, more fortunate parishes such as St Brides super Ely, did not have their
tithes impropriated at all with the result that their incumbents continued to
enjoy the whole income of the parish, according to the original intent. These
therefore, were Rectors, appointed by the Diocesan Bishop, and their parishes
came to be known as rectories.
Apart from one or two names, we know nothing of the early appointments
made by Tewkesbury, until 1558 when the curate was Morgan Gwyn. From
what we know of Morgan Gwyn and his successors, and our information is
patchy at best, it is clear that they belonged to the class of minor gentry and
yeomanry. Morgan Gwyn himself was a cousin of the major landowner in
Llanishen. Whether claiming to be gentlemen or admitting to yeoman status,
these were mostly farming families of modest prosperity who could make
some limited provision for younger sons to the extent that a stipend of £15 £20 per annum would be a welcome supplement. Probably it would enable
these men to marry and raise a family in genteel poverty and, in some cases,
send at least one of their sons to a Grammar School.

These curates were never graduates and they had no prospect of preferment to a
living as beneficed clergy. They were commonly accorded the courtesy title of
‘Sir’, hence Sir Morgan Gwyn – he was not a knight. We know that Sir Morgan
had been prosperous enough to purchase a lease of the tithes under the Abbey for
which, in addition to the ‘premium’, he paid a rent of £4 per annum and we may be
sure he was able to raise a worthwhile profit on that investment.
Following the Dissolution of the Monasteries and the Reformation, the tithes of
Llanishen and Lisvane fell into the hands of Edward Lewis of the Van and David
Kemeys of Cefn Mabley who thereby became the ‘Lay Rectors’ of the two
parishes with the responsibility of appointing the curates. This was known as the
‘advowson’ and the two gentlemen exercised it alternately. The advowson, being a
form of patronage, came to have a value as a source of income and was thereafter
treated as a piece of property. The glebe land and its associated house was
absorbed into the two lay estates and may or may not have been made available to
the curates. We have no evidence on this but the nature of major landowners at this
time did not often conform to modern notions of liberality.
According to the return made by Bishop Godwin in 1603 to the Archbishop of
Canterbury, Llanishen was valued at £48 p.a. and ‘the curate hath £5 p.a.’ Lisvane
was valued at £50 and ‘the curate hath £11 13s. 4d.’1 This gave him an income of
£16 13s. 4d. plus what church fees he may have been able to collect. Out of this
he probably had to find his own accommodation.
Returns made to the Bishops during the eighteenth century are consistent in
claiming that each of the Lay Rectors was then contributing £10 p.a. to the curates’
stipend. It has been estimated that the average income of an agricultural labourer
in Glamorgan in the late eighteenth century was £15 p.a.
The plight of these poor clergy pricked the conscience of Queen Anne and she
decided to apply the ecclesiastical dues she received, which had been appropriated
by Henry VIII, to a fund for the augmentation of parishes to raise the income of
the poorer clergy. This was known as the Queen Anne’s Bounty and Lisvane
received its first augmentation in 1733, out of which a small farm in Bedwas was
purchased to provide additional income. From that time onwards the curates
became freeholders of land and a new category of ‘Perpetual Curacy’ was created.
These new Perpetual Curates now enjoyed security of tenure. The first man
appointed as Perpetual Curate for Lisvane was Thomas Charles, and he was the
first graduate curate of the parish.
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The following is a list of incumbents, so far as is known, with as much
biographical detail as we have been able to discover. The names of
incumbents in Llandaff parishes are normally derived from the Rayer MSS in
the Cardiff Central Library a comprehensive nineteenth century compilation
by Mrs Augusta Jenkins from many sources. Surprisingly, however, Mrs
Jenkins omitted Llanishen and Lisvane. It is therefore not always possible to
know what sources Canon Dowse used, nor is it clear why he had two
separate lists.

Curates Appointed by the Abbot of Tewkesbury
1440 John Daldeyn or David ap Llewellyn Canon Dowse must have found
these two names in G.T.Clark’s Cartae, Vol IV page 1558. This is a Deed
belonging to the Carne family dated 16 February 1440 recording the
conveyance of land in Llanishen by John Dalden, clerk, to David ap Llywelyn
ap Ieuan ap Grono clerk and others. The Dalden family appear in various
records between 1290 and 1451 as owners of land in Cardiff, Roath, Penarth
and Llanishen. There is nothing to prove that either John Dalden or David ap
Llywelyn were curates here apart from this transaction respecting land in
Llanishen.
1535 Hywel, called rector. We have not managed to identify Canon Dowse's
source and can discover nothing of this Howell.
1539-1540 Richard Johns or Jones. Again I have not been able to verify this
entry in Canon Dowse’s list.
1558 Morgan Gwyn The first curate we know anything about is Sir Morgan
Gwyn who crops up several times in the records in the sixteenth century at the
time of the Reformation. Canon Dowse noted that he must have been a person
of some importance locally and undoubtedly he was. He is also very important
to us in understanding who the people of the Welsh patria of Llanishen and
Lisvane were; the otherwise shadowy folk who were left by Robert Fitzhamon
in free possession of their lands for no payment or obligations apart from
attendance at the County Court. It would be easy to assume that these unnamed tenants were mere peasant farmers but that is not so. Peasant farmers
there were on the land, but the landowners were a family living at what is now
Rhiwpera (Rhuperra) whose successors continued as proprietors in Cibwr
until the Lewis estate in Llanishen was sold to the Marquis of Bute in the
nineteenth century. It is almost certain that it was one or more members of this
family who were responsible for building the present churches of Llanishen
and Lisvane during the thirteenth century. Morgan Gwyn, as the pedigree in
Appendix X shows, was a junior representative of these gentry.

1653 William Lewis, B.A. We have no record of Morgan Gwyn’s successor and
during the Commonwealth the curate would probably have been ejected and
replaced by a Dissenting Minister. It is however, worth mentioning the Revd
William Lewis, B.A. who was Rector of St Fagans from 1653.1 He was not a
curate of Lisvane but during the Commonwealth he was ejected from St Fagans
and retired to a farm of his own in Lisvane. There is therefore a possibility that he
exercised some clandestine ministry in Lisvane during his exile. A son in law of
Gabriel Lewis, ‘squire’ of Llanishen, in addition to his own freehold he had a lease
for three lives of the Velindre farm, now the Cottage Inn, which in 1822 became
the parsonage
He was therefore almost certainly ancestor of later leaseholders of Velindre, the
Gabriel Lewis family of felt hat-makers in Cardiff and, very probably of the
William Lewis, yeoman of Lisvane whose widow, Mary Lewis established the
educational charity.2 He returned to St Fagans at the Restoration
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Curates appointed by the Lay Rectors.
1662 Jenkin Howard who lived in Rudry, where he was also curate,1 was
probably a nephew of John Howard, clerk, vicar of Llangynwyd and, almost
certainly, father of William Howard, vicar of Pentyrch. He was cousin to a
yeoman/minor-gentry family of Llysworney. He married Barbara Gibbon,
sister of Morgan Gibbon of St Georges, gent., and several of their children
were baptized in Rudry, including Abraham Howard, whose descendants were
farmers in Lisvane for 200 years. In a deed of 1650, Alice Howard of
Llysworney, widow granted a tenement of land in Kenfig to her son, Jenkyn
Howard of Bedwas, gentleman.2 In 1672, Jenkyn Howard of Llanishen, clerk,
and William his son sold the same land to Sir Edward Mansel of Margam.3
Rudry is a chapelry of Bedwas.
1682 John Richards nothing is known of this man listed by Canon Dowse.
Records of Ordinations by Llandaff Bishops survive from 1679 but we can
find no ordination for a John Richards or Henry Morgan following.
1683 Henry Morgan, ‘Curat Lysvayne’. We have failed to discover Canon
Dowse’s source for this reference.
1697 Richard Jenkins was ordained deacon c. 1697, title curate of Lisvane
and Llanishen, born in Eglwysilan, aged 24.4 We have found no record of his
priesting or later career. This curate is not listed by Canon Dowse.
c. 1711 – 1728 William Charles. His name is on the Bell dated 1711 and he
signed the Bishop’s Transcripts (BTs) in 1724 and 1725. This is the sum of
our information.
1728/29 Thomas Lewis is listed by Canon Dowse but we have found no
record of him
1729-40 Robert Cooke
Robert Cooke appears as curate in Pentyrch between 1724/5 and 1728/9.5 In
the BTs he signs as curate of Lisvane 1729 – 1734. Bishop Barrington’s
Diocese Book6 has it that Lisvane was augmented with a grant from the
Queen Anne’s Bounty in 1733 which would be when it became a perpetual
curacy. Robert Cooke was, therefore, the first perpetual curate – a status he
1
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achieved during his service here. However, despite having the status of incumbent
and possessing a freehold, perpetual curacies did not class as benefices with cure
of souls. Therefore a priest who served as perpetual curate of one living and vicar
of another was not, legally, guilty of pluralism. Thus in 1735 Robert was presented
by Sir John Awbrey to the parish of Llantrithyd7 where he enjoyed the two
incomes until he died, intestate, in Llantrithyd in 1740. Administration of his estate
was granted to John Cooke, gent. of St Mary Hill and George Stevens, gent. of
Caerau. (the latter’s daughter Anne, married James Howard of Lisvane in 1775)
There was a Robert Cooke amongst the valuers of his inventory – he died worth
£70.8 Clearly he was a younger son of the Cooke gentry family who were
copyholders in Llangan during the 17th and 18th centuries. They produced a
number of clergymen.
1740-64 Thomas Charles: Perpetual Curate
Thomas Charles, B.A. was a graduate of Christ Church, Oxford. He was ordained
in 1733 and served as curate of Marcross before becoming Revd Robert Cooke’s
curate in Lisvane in 1735. Following Cooke’s death in 1740 Thomas was licensed
to Llanishen and Lisvane in 1747 as Perpetual Curate. From 1748 – 1764 he was
also vicar of Pendoylan. Also he was Vicar Choral of Llandaff Cathedral, which,
by Statute, excused him from residence in his parishes. His signature appears in
the BTs for the last time in 1754 after which the parish was served by his curate
William Jones. However, he did respond to the Visitation of Bishop Ewer in 1763.
In answer to the first query he informed the Diocesan that ‘We have not a large
number of families as our parish is but small. We have no dissenters nor meeting
house.’ There was no school or almshouse in the parish and he was not resident
‘… as I am one of the vicars choral of the cathedral church of Landaff’. ‘I have a
curate that takes care of the duty of the parish and is resident’, but he avoided the
further question ‘What allowance do you make him?’ Divine Service was
performed on Sundays and grand holidays and a sermon each Lord’s day. The
Holy Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was administered at least four times a year
and sometimes oftener. There were not many communicants, about 20 usually
received. The children and servants of his parishioners were catechized ‘As often
as they offer themselves’.9
His death was noted by William Thomas, the diarist of Mishaleston super Ely, on
July 26 1764 as follows:
“Was buried in Landaff the Revd. Mr Thomas Charles (son to old Lewis Charles
of / Landaff) Vicar Coral[sic] of Landaff since ye death of Mr Morgans of ditto,
and Vicar or Rector / of Lanishen and Lisvane and Pendwlwn (the latter he of
Mardy Newydd is to have / of whom he was curate under Mr Charles in ye gift of
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Earl Talbot) his death stroke / him in Whitchurch's Church on Sunday ye 3d of
June last in a faint in / wch he continued for a while, but again Revived, but
since continued in a lingring / way to his death aged near 55 yrs. he had given
himself these yrs. past much / to Drink, had been a very sober man and a very
good Reader.”
Almost four years later the diarist noted the death of the former curate’s
father.
February 12 1768 Was buried in Landaff old Lewis Charles of 96 yrs. of age /
some say 98, from 2 yrs. keeping his bed, he was fathr. to Lewis / Charles
junr. the Revd. Mr Tho. Charles decd. and to the wife of / Richd. Evan of Fair
Water
etc.
1764-88 Richard Evans, M.A., Perpetual Curate
Richard Evans was nominated by the Earl of Plymouth and the Principal and
Fellows of Jesus College Oxford testified as to his moral and spiritual
suitability.1 The gossipy old schoolmaster related the circumstances behind
the appointment as follows.
11 September 1764 Was Inducted to the Churches of Lisvane and Lanishen
and to be Vicar / Coral[sic] of Landaff the Revd. Richard Evan son to Richard
Evan of Fair / water a youth about 25 yrs. of age, this he had after his uncle
the Rev / Tho. Charles of Landaff deceased (his mother's brother) Lisvane and
Lanishen the / gifts of the Earl of Plymouth, Mr Lewis of Lanishen wrote agst.
him to Plymouth / for the son of he of Llwyn Crwn but in vain

William Evans, assistant curate, signed the BTs as curate during the years 17621767. He was curate to Revd Thomas Charles. The latter, responding to the
Bishop’s Visitation of 1763, states that he had ‘a curate that takes care of the duty
of the parish and is resident’. In his response for Llanishen he adds ‘his name is
William Evans.’ This William Evans also served the parish of Roath and signed
the return for that parish saying that he resided upon ‘another cure in the parish of
Lysfaen’.
David Jones, assistant curate, signed the BTs as curate in 1768 only. This was
the year the famous Methodist David Jones became rector of Llangan after serving
a curacy at Redwick and Magor. Could he have stood in, briefly at Lisvane?
W.David/William Davies, assistant curate signed the BTs as curate in 1768 and
1769. He filled in the questionnaire of Bishop Shute’s Inquiry in 1771 telling us
that he lived in a house in the parish of Llanishen, was ordained at ‘the last
Ordination’ and served also in the parish of Whitchurch.
Philip Morgan, assistant Curate, signed the BTs as curate in 1771 alone. He was
ordained Deacon by Bishop Barrington 29th June 1771 but no further trace of him
can be found. Note that the curate did not have to be a priest. In a situation where
the Holy Communion was administered only three or four times a year it was quite
practical to appoint a deacon in the expectation he would be ordained priest the
following year.

1788 – 1807 John Evans; Perpetual Curate3
William Thomas recorded the death of the Revd Richard Evans in 1788.
20 February 1788 Was buried in Landaff the Revd. Richard Evans, from few
days sickness / of the Palsey (he had been lately Melancholy and in a
Madhouse but had / recovered and come home) of about 49 yrs. of age he had
share of the / living of Tredington in Worcestershire and had in
Glamorganshire / the Churches of Cayra, Lanishen and Lisvane.
Revd Richard Evans wrote to Sir Charles Kemeys-Tynte on October 10 1769
saying that he had received from W. Lewelin, his steward, £33 6s.8d. towards
the augmentation of Lanishen; Lanishen when he was nominated, was worth
only £14 p.a., but will be worth when a purchase could be made upwards of
£40 p.a.; Lisvane could be augmented in the same manner a year or two
hence.2
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John Evans, Clerk was nominated by John Kemeys Tynte, Esq to the curacy, then
void by the death of Richard Evans, Clerk. He was evidently not a graduate, but
the Rectors of Michaelston y Fedw and Machen, jointly with the vicar of
Marshfield testified from their personal knowledge that he lived piously, soberly
and honestly, held no heretical views to their knowledge, and was in their opinion
worthy of the curacies to which he had been nominated. From this it is clear that
he must have been the John Evans, curate of Llanedern, Michaelston y Fedw and
St Mellons in 1763. He also served Rumney and Marshfield. At that time he was
only in deacon’s orders.4 Such lowly clergy were rarely preferred to permanent
livings but, in his service at Michaelston y Fedw he may well have become known
personally to and earned the regard of Mr John Kemeys
1772-1812 John Jones served as assistant curate of Llanishen and Lisvane for 40
years from 1772 until his death in 1812. He was buried in Eglwysilan 2 Feb 1812.
3
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Was he, perhaps, John son of Thomas John bapt in Eglwysilan 8 August
1732? In 1804, when he was 72 years of age he received a grant from the
Taylor and Middleton Benefaction to poor curates … of £10, by this time he
was blind, he had seven children and an income of £21 p.a. In 1810 he
received £10 from Bishop Barrington’s Benefaction.1
We have not been able to identify his ordination. No doubt he was a
Methodist and it is particularly striking that, during his ministry, the Holy
Communion was celebrated in Lisvane monthly where previously, as was
almost universally the practice, it was four times a year. However, he did not
manage to impose this on Llanishen, perhaps due to the resistance of the
Lewis family. One wonders what he would have made of his grandson
joining the Unitarians in Aberdare – see below. He would probably not have
been concerned if he had become a Trinitarian Non-conformist- but a
Unitarian?
His grandson, John Jones, was an engineer at the Llwydcoed Iron works in
Aberdare and apparently became a member of Hen Dy Cwrdd the Unitarian
Chapel there. His great grandson was Griffith Rhys Jones, Caradog, conductor
of the south Wales Choir ‘Cor Caradog’.2

The following is a transcript of a note made by the Revd Thomas Rees in the
flyleaf of the Llanishen Register.
The late Revd Jn Jones curate of this church wrote the following, the original
is given to his great grandson Griffith Rhys Jones or “Caradog” on 7th of
Decr. 1877 by the Revd Thomas Rees, vicar of Llanishen.
Caradog trained and took up the Welsh Choir of 500 voices to London and
carried away the challenge cup and 1000 guineas two years successively
thereby doing an impressive credit to Wales.

Five of his children by Joan his wife were baptized in Llanishen: Jane was
baptized September 5 1780, she must have died and another Jane was baptized on
June 24th 1783. William was baptized June 15th 1785, Catherine January 12th 1788
and Edward June 4th 1791, the latter born on May 4th. William is not mentioned in
the will so he probably died before 1804 when the old man is said to have had
seven children.
An abstract of his will follows:

My time is drawing to an end
This register you may depend
Is just and true and quite correct
Although am blind and still content..
The page from the register is reproduced below.
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John Jones, curate LL1812/38
I John Jones, curate of Lisvane and Lanishen …
… to my beloved son Richard Jones 5/… to my beloved daughter Mary, wife of Lewis Emmanuel of Cardiff, 5/… to my beloved daughter Sarah wife of Richard Thomas of Lisvaen 5/… to my beloved son Edward Jones 5/- and all my wearing apparel.
The above legacies (except my wearing apparel which are to be delivered
immediately after my decease) to be paid by my executrix hereafter mentioned at
the end and expiration of twelve calendar months after my decease [all the residue]
to be equally divided between my three beloved daughters Ann, Jane and
Catherine Jones to enjoy and possess for ever.

Daughter Ann sole and whole executrix … 10 January 1812
The mark of John Jones [he was blind]
Witnesses: Wm. Jones, clerk and Wm. James, Dissenting Minister, Cardiff.
Probate 28 February 1812 to Ann Jones.
Value under £100.
1807 George Richards; Perpetual Curate1 In 1807 George Richards
petitioned Mrs Jane Kemeys with a request for an increase in his stipend of
£10 p.a. as perpetual curate of Llanishen and Lisvane. He was 62 years of age
and had been in Orders for nearly 40 years. He had a wife and four children
all unprovided for. We have found no trace of his baptism, marriage or burial
in Glamorgan.
1813 Timothy Jones2 was ordained Deacon in 1813 and appointed to
Llanishen and Lisvane, presumably as an assistant curate. He signed the
Registers for two years but we have been unable to find any trace of his
subsequent career.
1817 John Williams is listed by Canon Dowse as curate from 1817 to 1820
but we have found no information about him
1821 Benjamin Jones D.D.; Perpetual Curate3
Benjamin Jones, D.D. was appointed following the death of George Richards,
Clerk upon the nomination of Jane Kemeys Tynte. He was the first perpetual
curate to be resident in the parish, yet, ironically, it was in his time that the
congregation deserted St Denys for the Baptists and the church fell into semiruin. Early in his incumbency Velindre Farm was purchased as a parsonage
out of Queen Anne’s Bounty funds, and the sale of the farm in Bedwas. This
is now the Cottage Inn.
He was born in Lladdewi [? Aber-arth or Brefi?], Cardiganshire and
presumably ordained in St Davids, but no trace of the event can be found in
1
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1813.
Benefice: Llanishen and Lisvane.
Enclosures: N.
Ordained Deacon 28 6 1812
Priest 26 .6 1813
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NLW. He married Mary James at Llanishen on 23rd December 1815 six years
before he became the Curate so he was evidently assistant to the two shadowy
preceding non- residents. He was a widower by 1840 and still living at Velindre in
1861 with his daughters Emma and Bertha and son Lewis Lloyd Jones, a student at
St David’s Lampeter. He died in August of that year but his burial is not recorded.

Canon Dowse says that ‘He used to arrive at the parish church with his
churchwarden, pull the bell for Matins, and when no one came to the service, they
both repaired to the Griffin Inn across the road to refresh themselves. … Benjamin
Jones was often spoken of with much affection despite his apparent lack of interest
in his work. He was known as ‘the Old Parson’, and he was a great sportsman,
with a fine physique, who was very fond of his gin and a long cool pipe of
tobacco. Perhaps this accounted for his popularity. It may have been another side
to his character. He was a most unusual clergyman for his time, for not only was
he respected by his own flock, but he was on excellent terms with the local nonconformists: so much so that he sent his children to Derwendeg, the Baptist Chapel
on Sunday evenings. There were clearly many deficiencies in his ministry, but as a
reader of the scriptures he was famed for miles around.’
One suspects that Benjamin Jones came from one of those Cardiganshire families
who are alleged to have kept one son on the farm, put one son in the Church and,
just to be on the safe side, another in Non-conformist Ministry. In his defence it
has to be said that Llanishen Church did not fall into ruin under his cure. Of
course, there, he would have been able to rely on the Lewis family to provide the
means for keeping the building in repair. In Lisvane he would have been
dependent on the Parish Vestry being ready to vote a Church Rate for maintaining
the building and it is unlikely that, by the time the majority of Vestry member
were Baptists, they would have been willing to do so. It is notable that, when Revd
Thomas Rees secured Vestry support to repair the church in 1878 it was on
condition the he raised the money elsewhere. The Vestry was unwilling to
contribute.

The Vicars and Assistant Curates
[the careers of the following can be established by searching back volumes of
Crockford]
1861 Thomas Rees1
This priest restored some life to the parish and was responsible for major
repairs to the Church as well as building a new Vicarage in Llanishen. He was
the first incumbent to be called vicar. After Evensong on April 25th 1888, he
had a stroke and died within the week, aged 63. He is buried in Llanishen.
1888 Edward Morgan B.A.2
We have not sought any biographical details of this man but on his
appointment he sought a dispensation from the Bishop to allow him to hold
the two parishes, and the Bishop sought the confirmation of the Archbishop of
Canterbury. It may seem strange that this question should have arisen given
that the two parishes had been served by one priest for so many years. But the
fact is that the legal status had changed. The anomaly of Perpetual Curacies
had been swept away along with the view that they had not been benefices
with cure of souls and, therefore, could legally be held together with another
vicarage. Once the two parishes became vicarages the question of pluralism
immediately arose.
On the nomination of Colonel C.K. Kemeys-Tynte, the Patron for the turn, the
Revd Edward Morgan, B.A. Curate of St Andrews, Cardiff was licensed by
Richard Lord Bishop of Llandaff on 11th May 1888 to the Perpetual Curacy of
Llanishen with Lisvane.

Outgoings
Income tax
Poor Rates
Total
Net annual value
Income for Lisvane

01 17 00
03 13 00
05 10 00
67 10 00
The population of the parish was stated to be 515.

Income for Lisvane
Rent of Pantglas Farm
Proprietors of the tithes
Queen Anne’s Bounty
Ecclesiastical Commissioners
Total value

35
10
46
02
93

Income tax
Net value

02 06 00
90 14 00

00
00
00
00
00

00
00
00
00
00

The population of Lisvane was 242 and the distance between the two churches less
than three statute miles. After all that, the Revd Morgan remained only two years
before he was appointed to Penmark.
1891 William Dovey3 On 9 January 1910 he moved to Llanmartin but is buried in
Llanishen.
1910 Richard Llewellyn Rhys, M.A.4 Rural Dean of Caerphilly and Canon of
Llandaff. Moved to St Fagans and died in Bouremouth in 1925.
1910 A H Thomas Assistant Curate

The papers generated by the application include a detailed statement of the
financial status of the living.
Income for Llanishen
Queen Anne’s Bounty
Proprietors of the tithes
Total

1
LL/P/1796.
Rees, Thomas.
1861.
Benefice: Llanishen w. Lisvane P. C.
Enclosures: Nom.

2
LL/P/1411 1888
Nom, Lic. C. Mem (4)

63
10
73

1918 David Ivor Jones, B.A.5 was appointed assistant curate and licensed by the
Bishop. The Vicar undertook to pay a stipend of £150 tp be paid quarterly and he
would live at Altone?, Station Road, Llanishen, 100 yards from the church.

3
LL/P/425
P, T, C. Mem M(3)
LL/RES/74
4
LL/P/1806
P, W, T, C, In. Mem (M3)

5
LL/SC/982.
Jones, D. I.
1918.
Benefice: Llanishen and Lisvane.
Enclosures: N, T, D, L.

1920 R Whitehead (priested 19/12/20). Moved to Pontypridd Dec 1920
1926 Conway Davies. Moved to Richmond, Surrey October 1926
1927 S Rosser Jones Llanishen PCC bought Curacy House, 8 Melbourne
Road to accommodate him.

Leonard Dowse ( pictured above ) was a keen amateur historian and, after a great
deal of diligent research, wrote an extensive history of the churches of Llanishen
and Lisvane. During his incumbency, he also wrote and directed a pageant based
upon his book. Our own history has drawn much material from Canon Dowse's
work and we would like to record our appreciation and gratitude for his valuable
contribution.

1934 A.G. Fricker, assistant curate
1936 Lewis John Wellington, B.A. Retired through ill-health and died in
Rhiwbina in 1958.

1958-63 Norman Brown, assistant curate
1965-67 Raymond E.P.Davies, assistant curate

1936 T. Lloyd, assistant curate
1968-71 Terry Curnow assistant curate
1938 Godfrey Thomas, assistant curate
1971-73 Alan Thomas, assistant curate
1942 Basil Jones, assistant curate
1974-77 Michael Lewis, assistant curate
1943 R.M.Bevan, assistant curate
1977-80 John T. Lewis, assistant curate, later Dean of Llandaff
1946 Leonard Dowse, assistant curate
1981-85 Christopher Fry, assistant curate
1951-57 W. Glyn Lewis, assistant curate
1984-93 Neville Jones, Vicar
1963-83 Leonard Dowse, B.A. Vicar of Llanishen and Lisvane.
Also Rural Dean of Caerphilly and Canon of Llandaff.
Leonard Dowse gained a BA at University of Wales in 1939 then attended St
Michael's college Llandaff where he trained as a priest. He was appointed
curate at Cadoxton-juxta-Barry from 1940-44 and then Llanishen with
Lisvane from 1944-50. He was appointed priest in charge of St Dyfrig, Cardiff
1950-56 and finally vicar of Llanishen and Lisvane from 1956 until he died in
1983.

1985–89 Adrian Legg, assistant Curate
1989-91 Stephen Thatcher, assistant curate
1992-93 Robert Jarman, assistant curate
1993-01 Gwilym Elfed Williams, first vicar of Lisvane alone.
2001-10 Paul Noble Thompson, Vicar
1998-2002 Mari Price, assistant curate
2010- Christopher Edward Burr, Vicar

Chapter 17 - The Churchwardens of St Denys
The Office of Churchwarden is an ancient one. Two wardens were usually
appointed at the Easter Vestry Meetings one appointed by the incumbent and
the other elected by the Meeting. The list following is compiled mainly from
the signatures to the Bishop’s Transcripts where there was invariably only one
warden’s signature, presumably the vicar’s warden. Since no early Vestry
Minutes have survived we have no record of the names of People’s wardens.
W. Williams
1711
T. Lewis
1711
( These two are named on the bell of this date. )
Thomas Evan
1728
Edward William
1730
Thomas Edward
1731
Edward Lewis
1732
( His name is on the Bell dated 1733 )
Edward Thomas
1733
Rees John
1734
Henry John
1735
John Thomas
1737
Lewis Thomas
1738
Edward Mathew*
1739
Howell David
1741
Thomas Edward
1742
William Edward
1745
Moses Thomas*
1744
Abraham Howard
1746
Thomas Robert
1747
Thomas Miles
1748
James Howard
1749
John Evan
1750
Thomas Morgan *
1752
Lewis Rees
1753
Abraham Rowland
1754, 1770 and 1777
Lewis Howard
1755
Thomas Edward Ralph
1756
David James*
1757
David Evan
1758
Clifford Morgan
1759
Thomas John
1760
Thomas John
1761

Jenkin Thomas
Jenkin Thomas
Richard Thomas
David Jones
William Howell
Evan Thomas
William Jenkin
Richard Thomas
Abraham Rowland
Abraham Rowland
Clifford Morgan
William Jenkin
Richard Thomas
Lewis Howard
Abraham Rowland
Evan Thomas
Evan Thomas
James Howard
William Thomas
Rees Morgan
Evan Thomas
Evan Thomas
Edmund James
Edmund James
John Mathew
John Mathew
Isaac Thomas
Isaac Thomas
Benjamin Thomas
Edmund Rosser
Rees Morgan
Rees Morgan
Mathew Morgan
Edmund Rosser
William Lewis
Lewis Rees Ty Llwyd
Philip Husband

1762
1763
1764
1765
1766
1767
1768
1769
1770
1771
1772
1773
1774
1775
1777
1778
1779
1782
1783
1784
1785
1786
1787
1788
1790
1791
1792
1793
1802
1803
1806
1807
1808
1811
1812
1869 NLW LL/Ter/48, Lisvane Terrier
1869

From the Minute Book 1910 – 1933
Vicar’s Warden
Pre-1910
1910
1921
1923
1925
1926
1947
1948
1960
1962
1974
1985
1992
2000
2006
2012
2013

W H Cull
W T Charles
J Drury
James Clease
A C Evans
Philip Williams
Jeremiah Williams
Kenneth Rees

W George Munday
George Davis
David Lumley
Dr Ian Kerby
Brian Gregory
Steve Brunker

2 iron pots at 4s., a tubb, a churn tubb, one cider vessel
Three cheese moulds and a few old dishes
Two old boxes
Two feather beds with their appurtenances
Iron tools for husbandry
Two harrows at 112s. one plow & some chains 5s.
All the corn in the barn and the house
Two oxen at £5, two yearling beasts £1 10s.
Four calves at £1, one mare at £1 10s.
Seven ewes
Four cows
Cash in hand
Total
Edward son of Edward Mathew bapt May 15 1733; Mathew son
Mathew bapt. Sep 15 1735; Edward Mathew buried Sep 26 1740

People’s Warden
James Stacey
Philip Williams

A C Evans
Philip M Perkins
Norman Francis
W George Munday
George Davis
Dr Ian Kerby
Brian Gregory
Andrew Crow
Keren Rogerson

We have chosen a few extracts from wills of the wardens indicated * above,
where they contain some interesting information :The will of Edward Mathew LL1740/61
To his wife Anne one mansion house with two acres as I hold the same from
Sir Chrles Kemeys Tynte for lives – youngest son John
All else to dearly beloved wife with remainder to be shared equally amongst
all his children.
The Mark of Edward Mathew 19 September 1740
Witnesses: Thomas Humberstone, Sarah Edward XJohn Edward & Margret
Morgan.
Inventory 10 October prized by Thomas John and Edward Morgan
His wearing apparel
00
7 pewter dishes & 3 plates
00
One small brass kettle
00
One table board, 2 old chests & one cupboard
00

00 15
00 10
00 02
01 10

00
00
02
00
00
15
06
02
01
10
04
45
of

10 00
05 00
00 00
01 00
17 00
00 00
10 00
10 00
00 00
00 00
08 00
18 00
Edward

Will of Moses Thomas LL1779/23
I Moses Thomas of the parish of Lisvane … being in tolerable health and of sound
mind, memory and understanding, but considering the uncertainty of this transitory
life do make and publish this my last will and testament …
First I devise and bequeath all that my three acres of land which I have purchased
of Thomas Richard of Llanedern … being in the parish of Rumney …
Monmouthshire, with the rents issues and profits thereof unto my nephew Thomas
Thomas of the parish of St Mellons … for the term of his natural life … and after
his decease I give … the same three acres unto Thomas John of Lanedern, my
present servant to hold for his life … and after his decease I give and bequeath the
said three acres unto … the poor of the parish of Lisvane, that is to say to the Poor
that receive no relief from the said parish of Lisvane … to be rented and let and the
rent and profit thereof and of every part thereof to be received by the
Churchwardens and Overseers of the Poor of the said parish of Lisvane and their
successors for the time being and to be by them distributed amongst such poor as
aforesaid on St Stephens’ Day in every year for ever…
…Also I give to Thomas John aforesaid £5
… to Elizabeth the wife of Harry William of the parish of Eglwysilan £5
… to Catherine David daughter of Thomas David of the parish of Lanedern £5
… to every servant that shall be in my service at the time of my decease one
guinea.
Which said legacies to be paid within one year after my decease
Residue of my personal estate … unto my said nephew Thomas Thomas whom I
appoint sole executor of this my last will and testament … this 25th April 1775
Signed Moses Thomas in the presence of
J. Williams, Abraham Rowland and Thomas Evan
Probate granted 16 December 1779 to Thomas Thomas the nephew.
Probably son of Rowland Thomas yeoman, LL 1741/37
Churchwarden in 1744
Buried at Lisvane Dec 9 1779

Will of Thomas Morgan, yeoman LL 1798/33
In the name of God Amen I Thomas Morgan of … Lysvane … yeoman being
sick and weak in body but of perfect mind and memory do make this my last
will
… to my son Rees my watch …
…my beloved wife Mary Morgan together with my five children to be whole
and sole executors … jointly with each other ..
Also I appoint my father Rees Morgan and James Jacob of Eglwysilan to be
guardians over my children … 29 December 1797.
Rees son of Rees Morgan bapt July 20 1772, Mary d of Rees Morgan & Mary
his wife bapt 10 April 1776, Rees son of Rees Morgan bapt July 6 1784
Will of David James, farmer LL 1786/156
… my immortal soul into the hands of Almighty God my creator hoping
through the meritorious death and passion of Jesus Christ my only Saviour
and Redeemer to receive full pardon and forgiveness of all my sins and my
body to Christian burial…
… to my grand daughter Cicely Thomas daughter of John Thomas all my
household furniture .. also three cows besides the cow she now has and the
advantage of ?keeping the cow … also two mares viz. the [?] and the grey
and fodder for the bequeathed creatures for one half year after my decease …
also six ewes and two heifers and as much wheat as is now in the ground ..
also the lease now in being on the tenure I now hold and live in in as large and
ample a manner as I hold and enjoy the same and to her mother after her
decease if she lives.
… residue I give between my son Edmund James and John Thomas my son in
law whom I nominatejoint exors…
8 November 1788 the mark of David James.
Witnesses: John Davies, clk and Thomas Morgan.
Guardians Mr Wm. Williams of Roath and Rees Morgan of Lisvane.
Probate granted to E.J and J.T. 28 January 1789.
Will of Thomas John [LL 1782/34]
Probate 19 April 1782 to Ann John widow & relict.
..my great coat and best suit of clothes to my sister’s children
… to my dearly beloved wife Ann John and son Thomas John all my real and
personal estate equally between them and Ann guardian of my son until 21
But if she marries she has £10 only and Evan Thomas and Phillip Williams to
be guardians of my son
5 March 1782
Witnesses Philip William & Evan Thomas
Buried at Lisvane March 14 1782

Chapter 18 - Ladies Guild
This chapter has been created from contributions made by Mrs Joyce Davis and
Mrs Jean Edwards.
The aim of The Guild is, in accordance with God’s call to mission, to promote
Christian love and fellowship and encourage members of the village to join us.
The Guild originally embraced ladies from both Llanishen and Lisvane, and during
Canon Dowse’s time, Mrs Dowse was Chairman, and Lisvane’s Assistant Priest’s
wife was the Secretary. This changed in 1970 when the membership from Lisvane
increased and Mrs Anthea Francis took over as Chairman. A new Constitution
was written, which required the Officers of the Committee to change every two
years. Upon retaking the chair in 1992, the late Mrs Francis made the following
observation: “A group of women has been created which reflects the life of
Lisvane Church through its womenfolk. We have become a full working and
social Christian union – a great achievement which I would not wish to see
unacknowledged”.
When the Revd Neville Jones became vicar in 1984, Mrs Sian Jones started a
Mothers’ Union in Llanishen, and this led to ending the Guild’s connection with
Llanishen.
Each year the Guild has held, and still holds, fund raising events, the money raised
going to various charities e.g. Welcare, Danescourt House project, the Huggard
Centre for the Homeless, as well as church funds. It holds coffee mornings for
charitable causes such as Bobath Cymru and Macmillan Cancer Care, and
Christian Aid lunches, until recently combining with the Baptist Church. The
Guild also has a cake stall every year at the Lisvane Fete, part of the Lisvane
Festival. It is recorded that in one year the Guild members contributed £1,500 to
charitable causes. The largest sum of money raised for a charity was £2,083 for a
charity in Madagascar with which one of our young church members was
involved. She came to talk to the Guild before and after the event and she was very
thrilled with the amount of money raised; the largest single contribution the charity
had received. The Guild involved the church and the community in raising this
sum of money. For many years the Guild supported a child and a community in
Africa through the charity Action Aid.
The original members of the committee formed to raise funds specifically for the
work of the Huggard Centre for the Homeless were drawn from the Guild. Some
of these members continue to serve on this committee alongside members of the
Baptist Church and the community.
The Guild’s contribution towards the cost of the church extension and reordering
in 1978-79 came from running a charity shop in Canton, which was very
successful. This paid for the recarpeting of the whole building.

The big events of the early 1990’s were two sales held in the Memorial Hall,
specifically to raise money for the church. Members created attractive stalls
and even “shop fronts.” Lisvane Baptist Church and people in the community
were encouraged to be involved. Each of these events raised in excess of
£1,000.
A number of our own church members have been invited to speak about their
work or on other interesting and varied experiences. Many visiting speakers
have spoken on a wide range of subjects, such as “The Work of the Amelia
Farm Trust” by Rev. John Stacey Marks. Open meetings have been held to
which other members of St Denys have been invited, and guilds from other
churches have also been invited to join us on occasion
Over the years, visits to many interesting places in the surrounding area and
beyond have taken place. These have included churches in the Vale of
Glamorgan where sometimes the Guild shared with members of these
churches a Eucharist Service followed by supper. Out of many other
fascinating visits, the visits to the Passion play at Margam Abbey and to the
Hindu Temple in Grangetown really stand out.
At one time a group of members came together to entertain members of the
Guild during the Christmas period, and church members at Harvest Suppers.
On one occasion they sang, “Angels’ Carol” by John Rutter and persuaded a
young pianist from the church to be the accompanist. Items such as “A
Child’s Christmas in Wales” by Dylan Thomas have been performed. The
ladies once entertained a church audience with a section from John
Betjeman’s “Diary of a Church Mouse” when they appeared on the stage
dressed up as mice. This sight prompted much loud laughter from our
audience. The words of the well known tunes, “Memories” and “Yesterday”
were adapted to be sung in a humorous fashion about the year’s activities.
The words set to the tune of “Yesterday” ended as follows:
“We give lifts in cars and serve coffee out of coffee-jars,
We ladies clean the church and hall
Any job at all – THE GUILD WILL DO.”
In 1974, the men of the Choir offered to cook the annual New Year Dinner,
the cooks being Mervyn Watkins and Clive Warren. In 1985 this became a
themed evening with entertainment performed by the men after they had
served the meal, and continues to this day (2015) as an event for the whole
church.

The cast of 2014 production "Fairy Tales"

Chapter 19 - Young People
The future of the church is dependent on how the church nurtures its young people,
as they will become the adults of tomorrow. So this chapter looks at how the
church in Lisvane has cared for its young people in past years.
From the few references in the Minutes of the PCC in the 1920’s, it can be
deduced that there was a Sunday School, meeting no doubt on a Sunday afternoon,
and that there were Children’s Services. In 1926 the PCC voted £3.0.0 towards the
cost of the Sunday School Outing.
Thereafter there is no further reference until the Easter Vestry of 1942 when the
Vicar noted that attendance at Sunday School and the Choir was disappointing.
Mr Gwyn Stone who was brought up at Llywnypia Farm (now non-existent)
recalls going to Sunday School on Sunday afternoons. There was no Sunday
School at the Chapel in Rudry Road, so Baptist children also came to the church.
Even so, attendance was low. He recalls one Sunday when the Home Guard was
holding an exercise. He was not allowed to pass the road block without showing
his Identity Card. Even though he was known by all the men involved, he had to
go home and get his card before he was allowed to get to church.

The Accounts from 1948 to 1964 show expenditure on a Sunday School
outing every year. In the early 1960’s, a Parents and Friends Family Service
replaced Sunday School on the first Sunday of the month. It seems that the
Sunday School may have ceased upon the introduction of the Family
Eucharist in 1966.
When the 11 am service of Morning Prayer stopped in 1972, the Rev Alan
Thomas introduced a Children’s Service at 11 30 am. This ceased in 1975.
Worshippers with very young families found it quite difficult to come to the
9.30 am Family Eucharist. To help them, in 1973, Mrs Sylvia Harris started a
crèche to look after the youngest children. This was held in the Scout Hall in
Heol y Delyn. When the Harris family moved from Lisvane, Mrs Rosemary
Surfleet took over. When the Surfleet family also moved, Dr Catherine Kerby
took over. In order to cope with the increasing demand, Junior Church was
held in Dr Kerby’s house, St Denys on the corner of Church Road and Cefn
Mably Road and so very conveniently close to the church, until they could
move into the new church hall when the church was extended in 1979.
Subsequent leaders of Junior Church included Mrs Diana Morris and Mrs Jane
Shadwell. When the Morning Praise service at 11am was introduced in 2001,
the Junior Church moved to this new time.
In the later 1970’s, the church’s teenagers began meeting in each other’s
homes on Sunday evenings. At the PCC Retreat in St Michael’s College in
1979, the Assistant Curate, Rev John Lewis, made an appeal for something
more structured to be done for the teenagers. The worry was that, unless they
were in the choir, their connection with the church would gradually weaken
after they had been confirmed. Mrs Dilys Graham assisted by Dr Kerby took
on the responsibility. In due course, when Dr Duncan Shadwell had taken on
the leadership, the group acquired the name of Pathfinders. They met in the
church hall after Evensong on Sundays. A table tennis table and a small
snooker table had been acquired. The time was used for some formal
discussion of relevant issues as well as for social activities, mostly in the hall
but also elsewhere, such as games on the field in Heol y Delyn, sleepovers, a
Passover supper, camps. The Service Register shows that in the late 1980’s
and early 1990’s, the Pathfinders took Evensong once a term. The social
dimension for teenagers still continues in 2014 under the title Coffee and
Couch, meeting in one of the parishioner’s homes on Sunday evenings.
In 1987, when the Rev Adrian Legg was Lisvane’s Assistant Curate, his wife
Joanna instituted a Scramblers weekday afternoon in the hall and in church,
for pre-school children and their mothers. This carried on with various
leaders until 1999

Today the following groups meet regularly on Sundays:
•
•
•
•

Little Angels – up to 6 years’ old (meeting in the church hall)
Disciples – 6-11 years’ old (meeting in Church House)
TGI 1 – 11-16 years’ old
TGI 2 – 16-18 years’ old.

For two years, 1980-82, Mr Ken Allen formed a Youth Club. Although centred on
the church, it was also open to the friends of the church going youth.
Unfortunately when Ken had to leave Lisvane for work reasons, there was no one
to carry on.
A major development in the church’s provision for Young People came in 2001,
when, helped by a substantial financial contribution by a member of the
congregation, the parish appointed a full time Youth Worker, Mrs Laine Lewis, on
a three year contract. This position has been maintained ever since, with a few
gaps between appointments. Amongst other things, the Youth Workers have
developed the church’s relationship with schools, particularly Llysfaen Primary
and Llanishen High; in conjunction with the Lisvane Community Council, they
have helped run a village Youth Club; they have taken over the general
coordination of the Junior Church groups.

Youth Workers/Youth Pastors/Ministerial Assistant
2001-2004
2004 -2007
2007-2008
2008-2011
2012
2013-2015

Mrs Laine Lewis
Mr Lee Bateman
Mrs Rachel Pawley (full time),
Mr Struan McRoberts (part time)
Mr Struan McRoberts
Mr Grant Adams
Mrs Miriam Beecroft

Chapter 20 - Services
The earliest extant register of Services dates from 1968. What happened
before this can only be gleaned from various references in the Minutes of the
Parochial Council since the formation of the Council in 1920, and from the
discovery of copies of the Llanishen & Lisvane Parish Magazine for 19151919 and 1931-34 in the Glamorgan Archive.
At the beginning of the 20thC the Parishes of Llanishen and Lisvane still
consisted of two churches, St Isan and St Denys, served by a vicar and usually
one assistant priest. The assistant priest usually took the services in Lisvane.
With no public transport and few cars, the modern tendency to rush from
church to church to fit in as many services as possible was not practicable. At
times the assistant priest was still a Deacon and so could not celebrate Holy
Communion, but this was generally not a hindrance as Communion was not
always celebrated every Sunday; Matins and Evensong were the norm.
One occasion when services had to be changed was on Easter Day 1926 when,
because the Rev J Morgan Davies had not yet been ordained priest, the Holy
Communion was celebrated at 7 am and not midday as was usual, presumably
by the vicar, the Rev Richard Ll Rhys who would then travel to Llanishen for
a later celebration.
In 1915 and 1916, Holy Communion was celebrated every Sunday at 8 am,
except the 2nd Sunday when it replaced Matins at 11 am. Matins was
regularly held at 11 am (except the 2nd Sunday) and Evensong at 6.30 pm.
From 1917 Holy Communion was only celebrated twice a month, on the 1St
Sunday at 8 am and the 3rd Sunday at midday, with Matins at 11 am and
Evensong at 6.30 pm.
By 1936 it is noted that the early service was now being held every Sunday
instead of once a month. Presumably this would have been a celebration of the
Holy Communion. This pattern of three services every Sunday continued for
the next 30 years: an early celebration of the Holy Communion, a midmorning sung Matins and an evening sung Evensong, until the introduction of
the Family Eucharist as an extra service at 9.30 am on Low Sunday (the
Sunday after Easter Day) in 1966.

This was a response to the expansion of housing in Lisvane, largely occupied
by an influx of younger families. The earliest extant Service Register, which
starts on 27th October 1968, records the number of communicants at 9.30 am
had risen to about 25 to which has to be added children who had not yet been
confirmed.

The number of communicants at 9.30 am steadily increased. This became the
main choral service with a new choir of children, boosted from 1969 onwards by
an increasing number of adult voices on the lower parts. Morning Prayer
continued as a sung service without a choir until Easter 1972, when it was replaced
by a Children’s Church.
The Family Eucharist used the Church in Wales’s experimental revision of the
Order for the Celebration of the Holy Eucharist (the blue book) until it was
replaced by the definitive edition in 1984 (the green book). An Alternative Order
(modern language) was published by the Church in Wales in 1995, and was used
experimentally at the main Sunday morning service, which for a period had moved
to 10 am, for the seasons of Epiphany and Easter in 1996. The Alternative Order
was eventually adopted permanently for this service; the green book remains in
use for the Sunday 8 am and Wednesday 10.15 am services. The main Sunday
morning service reverted to 9.30 am in 2001.
Passing the Peace was introduced in 1981, following an experimental period to
obtain feedback. The Intercessions being led by the laity was introduced in 1991.
Rogation Sunday (5th Sunday after Easter) when the church prays for a good
harvest, was marked in 1983 and 1984 by holding Evensong in a barn at Ty’n-yBerllan farm. Hymns and psalms were led by the choir unaccompanied. Later, in
the Revd Paul Thompson’s time as Vicar, the tradition for Rogation Sunday of
“Beating the Bounds” was carried out, a group of parishioners walking the parish
boundary with prayers at various locations.
Lisvane used to boast a number of Cub, Brownie, Scout and Guide groups. The
second Sunday of the month was Parade Sunday, when they would attend the main
service, or the Children’s Service at either St Denys or the Baptist Chapel in Rudry
Road (now a private residence) The pattern of the year was: St Denys in January,
March, May, July and October, the Baptist Chapel in February, April, June,
September and December (which would be Christmas themed service), no parade
in August, and in November they would parade to the War Memorial for the
Remembrance ceremony at 11 am followed by a joint village service in the
Memorial Hall. Parades continued until 1996, when they ceased as a result of the
reduction in the number of Scouts, Guides groups etc. in the village.
In addition to the Sunday services, regular weekday Eucharists were held on
Wednesdays 10.15 am and Fridays at 7.15 am. It was usual for the Friday
Eucharist to be taken by the Vicar, who was resident in Llanishen. The Friday
Eucharist changed to a Thursday at 10 am when the Rev Gwilym Willians became
the first vicar of the free-standing parish of Lisvane in 1993, and this service
ceased in 1995. The Wednesday service still continues today. Whereas the
number of communicants at this service in the early 1980’s was about 8, the
attendance has now risen to about 20, and is still followed by serving coffee in the
hall, which is open to anyone from Lisvane.

Red Letter Days e.g. major saints’ days, falling on other weekdays were also
marked with a 7.15 am Eucharist. Major Festivals falling on weekdays such
as the Epiphany, Candlemas, Ash Wednesday, Ascension, All Saints’ Day,
would be marked, and are still marked, by a full Choral Eucharist.
The Sundays in the season of Advent were usually marked by some special
services. On every Advent Sunday during the Revd Neville Jones’s
incumbency, from 1984 to 1993, all the choirs of the combined parishes
joined together in St Isan’s church to sing Evensong using special music.
Since the separation of the parishes, Advent Sunday has been marked by St
Denys’s own Advent Carol Service. A Christingle Service was introduced in
1983.
Christmas is a time when children are to the fore. The Junior Church had
been in the habit of performing a Nativity Play during the morning Eucharist
on the Sunday before Christmas Day. Due to the numbers attending, in 1985
this became an event in its own right, a children’s Nativity Service being held
at 5.30 pm on Christmas Eve. Eventually it became so popular that two
services, now called Crib Services, have been held since 1999, usually at 4 pm
and 6 pm.
Christmas Eve was marked by a Midnight Mass starting at 11.45 pm in
addition to the Christmas morning 8 and 9.30 am services. The popularity of
this service is shown by the statistics for 1970, when there were 143
communicants, with people standing outside. Entries in the Register in the
1980’s, by which time the total number of people attending was also recorded,
show that, with 150 communicants, the total attendance was up to 190. With
concern about the noise in church before the service, perhaps linked to the
proximity of the Griffin Inn across the road, a quiet half hour was instituted in
1983 with the choir singing an Office as people arrived: this varied between
Matins, Vespers or a Taizé office. This has now become a time when the
choir sings carols quietly.
In keeping with the Church’s calendar, the annual Service of Nine Lessons &
Carols was held either on Christmas Eve if it was a Sunday or on the Sunday
after Christmas, so as to be in the Christmas liturgical season and not to
encroach on the season of Advent. Eventually there was recognition of the
fact that in most people’s eyes Christmas is largely anticipated, and the
Christmas season is over once Christmas Day is finished; the Carol Service
therefore moved to the Sunday before Christmas (Advent 4) in 1997.
The season of Lent is usually used as an opportunity for holding a regular
weekly evening service, often with a visiting speaker to address a particular
theme or book of the Bible. The evening often ends by saying Compline. One
notable series was held in 1982, when after a celebration of the Eucharist,
speakers from the parish addressed issues of particular importance to them:

Mrs Joan James – Prayer, Mr Michael Durrant – Religious Belief and Philosophy,
Dr Michael Watson – The Role of a Christian Doctor Today, Dr Anthony Edwards
– Worship in Music, Dr Ian Kerby – Cancer Today.
Holy Week and Easter have always marked been by the full Liturgy. Following
Palm.Sunday, said services usually follow on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday
quite often ending with Compline, and sung services on Maundy Thursday
followed by the Watch of the Passion until midnight, Good Friday and the Easter
Vigil on Holy Saturday.
Following the ending of Morning Prayer in 1972, the 11 am service became a
Children’s Church at 11.30 am which continued until 1976. This included the
Parade Service every two months. Then the service ceased and the Parade moved
back to the 9.30 am Holy Eucharist. Sunday 2nd February 1977 was a notable
service with a special Parade attendance for a Thanksgiving for the Queen’s Silver
Jubilee.
In 1975, instead of the Children’s Church, a Junior Church was set up to run
concurrently with the 9.30 am Eucharist. This met in the Scout Hall in Heol-yDelyn at 9.25 am for half an hour, when a convoy of cars brought the children to
church to join the main service at the Offertory. The Revd John Lewis was
meticulous in the length of his sermon to make sure that the Offertory happened
precisely at 10 am so that the children were not kept waiting outside. The Junior
Church moved to the Church Hall when the church was extended in 1979.
An 11 am Family Service was introduced on the 4th Sunday of the month by the
then Assistant Curate, Revd Adrian Legg in 1988. This service stopped in 1990,
probably brought about by the overall shortage of clergy in the joint Parishes. To
compensate, the 9.30 am service on the 4th Sunday of the month became an All
Age service. Also during the Revd Adrian Legg’s time in the Parish, a Scramblers
service for very young children and their parents was started once a month on a
Tuesday afternoons which continued until 1999, and there was also a short-lived
Climbers service on Thursday afternoons.
When the Revd Paul Thompson became vicar in 2001, he took note of the
increasing demand for “Praise” type services, and reinstated a regular 11 am
service, following the pattern: 1st Sunday – Morning Praise with Communion, 2nd
and 4th Sundays – Morning Praise, 3rd Sunday – All Age Worship. These services
ran in parallel with the Junior Church, which joined in in church as appropriate. A
music group was set up to lead the worship. The 6.30 pm on the 1st Sunday of the
month became Evening Praise, with Sung Evensong on the other Sundays, the 4th
Sunday being a full Choral Evensong. The 9.30 am service returned to being Sung
Eucharist every Sunday. This pattern is still generally being followed.

The church has always played a part in the Lisvane Festival, held in June each
year. A pattern was established in 1975, when a Village Evensong was held
in the Church on the first Sunday of the Festival, and then everybody would
go to the Baptist Chapel on the second Sunday for a Gymanfa Ganu. Over 400
people attended the first one, filling the lower part of the chapel and the
galleries to capacity. In keeping with the nature of the majority of the
population of Lisvane, the hymns would mostly be in English. The church’s
choirmaster and organist was honoured to be invited to be the conductor of
these gatherings. There were 14 of these annual events, the last in 1988. The
closure of the Chapel building unfortunately means that this experience cannot
be repeated. Thereafter, there has been one joint service during the Festival,
often held on the field.
Special services are held from time to time. These might be related to a
particular Festival or Season of the church’s year, such as services of readings
and music for Palm Sunday or Pentecost, or to mark special occasions. For
example 120 people attended a joint service with the Chapel on 31st December
1999 for the Eve of the Millennium.

The current pattern of Sunday Services is:
8.00 am

9.30 am

11.15 am
10am All Age
Worship at
Llysfaen Primary

6.30 pm

1st
Sunday

Holy
Communion

Sung
Communion

2nd
Sunday

Holy
Communion

Sung
Communion

Morning Praise
Communion

3rd
Sunday

Holy
Communion

Sung
Communion

Morning Praise

Sung
Evensong

4th
Sunday

Holy
Communion

Sung
Communion

Morning Praise

Choral
Evensong

5th
Sunday

Holy
Communion

Sung
Communion

Morning Praise

Sung
Evensong

8.pm
Meet2Pray
w

Sung
Evensong

Holy Communion is celebrated every Wednesday at 10.15 am.

Chapter 21 - Music, Organists and Choir
The earliest extant Minute Book for Lisvane Parish Church starts with the Minutes
of the Easter Vestry for 1910, and Accounts for the year just ended. The Accounts
include entries for paying the Organist £7.0s.0d and repairs to the organ (actually a
harmonium) 10s.6d. The 1911 Accounts record the name of the organist as Miss
Drury It is most likely that she was a member of the Drury family who lived in
Lozelles, the house on the corner of Church Road and Heol y Delyn, almost
opposite the church, as both a Mr and Mrs Drury of Lozelles play a large part in
the life of the church in the first half of the 20thC.
There is no mention of payments to the organist in the years 1914-15, 1915-16,
1916-17 and 1917-18 but it is obvious that the harmonium was in regular use as it
was tuned every year, and in the Easter Vestry of 1918, a vote of thanks was given
to Miss Ethel Herbert and Mr Parry for acting as honorary organists. This suggests
that Miss Drury gave up the job in 1914. Probably the 1914-18 war played a part.
The Drury family lost their son Edgar Charles Drury who died of wounds received
in action at St Eloi on 1st April 1916, as recorded in the window in the chancel.
The same two people were thanked again at the Easter Vestry of 1919, but the
Accounts for the year ended Easter 1920 record a payment of £5.0s.0d to the
organist. This could well have been a Miss Berry, since she is recorded as giving
up the job in 1922 as she was leaving the parish. She could have been the
daughter of Mr and Mrs Berry who were respectively the Sexton and Caretaker at
the time, living in Church Cottage. The Vicar and the People’s Warden appointed
a Miss Hann in her place at £7.0s.0d p.a., yet the Accounts in subsequent years
only record payments of £5.0s.0d., rising to £7.0s.0d in 1925-26. Miss Hann
resigned in September 1930 in order to get married, and a Mrs Fry was offered the
job.
We now have the first reference to a choir, because in addition to the organist’s
salary of £7.0s.0d, £8.15s.1d was spent on cassocks and surplices for the choir
boys.
The choir increased in size and a new oak bench was obtained in 1938 to
accommodate the extra numbers. In this year the organist again received a salary
of £7.0s.0d, 19s.2d was spent on church music and incidentals, and £5.10s.0d on
the choir trip.

There was a boys’ choir in the early 1950’s. Names which have been recalled
include Jeffrey Morgan, Owen Husband, Ashley Hill, the Matthews family, some
boys from the Home in Plas y Delyn (since converted to the residences Nos. 41
and 41A), together with one adult, Mr Bill Morgan, a Scoutmaster from Llanishen.
There were also ladies who sat in the back row of the choir stalls, Miss Dora
Wellington the Vicar’s daughter, Miss Gwen Matthews and Miss Osborne.
Although up to the 1950’s the only references had been to choir boys, in 1959 the
PCC authorised the purchase of cassocks for the choirboys and asked for prices for
suitable dress the choirgirls. The choir at this time was run by the Rev. Norman
Brown, the Assistant Curate. Also Carol Parties rehearsed and went visiting in the
run up to Christmas.
A PCC minute in 1963 records that the PCC decided to endeavour to retain singers
who would comprise at least a small basis for a robed choir, but in February 1964
it was reported that this had not been possible.

The choir during the 30's
The accounts for 1940 show that Mrs D Fry was still the organist; she was
also responsible for the upkeep of the church and the churchyard.
In 1943 it was reported that the choirboys were to be encouraged to be more
regular in attendance by paying them the same as that paid in Llanishen, and
they were to be paid monthly.
Also in 1943 Mrs Fry had a serious illness and Mrs Elizabeth Barzey played
in her stead. When Mrs Fry died in the following year, Mrs Barzey was
formally appointed as her successor. She served as full-time organist until
1968, and then continued part-time, just playing for Morning Prayer, until
1969. She was a volunteer organist, and the PCC in 1966 noted that she was
the only organist in the Diocese who did not receive payment. She lived in
Church Farm in Cefn Mably Road and reputedly never missed a service.
When it snowed, she travelled to church on the back of the tractor, driven by
her husband. In her latter years she was nearly blind but could still play the
hymns and canticles for Matins from memory. She died in 1971 aged 78.
The PCC was much concerned that her remaining family did not respond to
requests to mark the grave; eventually a headstone was erected at the expense
of Harry and Elsie Diment of Hollies Farm. Her 25 years of service to the
church is commemorated on a memorial plate on the side of the arch to the
north aisle close to where her organ stood.

It was the introduction of the Family Eucharist after Easter 1966 in response to the
expansion of Lisvane which brought younger families into the church A new
choir of trebles was formed, the first members of which were Meryam Cole,
Rosemary Larsen and Susan Price.
When Mrs Barzey retired from full time duties in September 1968, but continued
to play for Matins, Mr Naunton Liles took over the choir and played for the Family
Eucharist and Evensong. For a while he was assisted by Mr Peter Irving until he
moved away from Lisvane, and then, from Easter 1969, by Dr Anthony (Tony)
Edwards who had moved to Lisvane from Rumney, and who eventually took over
when Naunton moved to Llandough in June 1970.
By 1968 there were 9 children in the choir (Julie and Paul Andrews, Jonathan and
Helen Cole, Bronwen Powell, Jonathan, Mark and Susan Prosper, Rosemary
Larsen). By 1969 with the addition of Dr Edwards, Mr Clive Warren and Mr Jack
Price, it was possible to sing the occasional service in 4 parts. In June of that year,
the PCC responded to the suggestion from a number of people that it would be
beneficial to the worship if the choir were robed. The children had saved £18 and
were prepared to do a sponsored walk to raise further funds. The proposal was
approved and Naunton Liles was asked to enquire into suitable styles and prices.
The walk had great support, and setting off after the Family Eucharist one Sunday,
covered the route over the Graig to the Newport-Caerphilly Road, through
Caerphilly, up through Watford past the Miners’ Hospital, past the Black Cock and
down Rhiwbina Hill, across to Llandaff and back through Llanishen.

The style selected was double breasted cassocks and surplices for males and a
slim full length v-necked robe for females with a white polo neck top. The
outfitters Evan Roberts on the corner of Queen Street and Kingsway had a
sale of polo necked gentlemen’s dress shirts which were ideal. The robe
maker visited the church and recommended that the colour red would go well
in the building. The new robes were dedicated on 21st December 1969,
together with the new Eucharistic vestments. The same style of choir robes is
still in use today.
The choir continued to grow. By 1971 there were 17 trebles (9 girls and 8
boys) and more adults singing the lower parts, some of them parents of the
children.
The next major event in the development of the choir came in 1973.
Choirmaster and Organist Tony Edwards had been staying with a friend on the
staff of Coventry Cathedral one half term when the cathedral had a visiting
choir. The chance remark “Our little choir in Lisvane could sing better then
these” was relayed to the Precentor when he had a sudden cancellation in his
summer programme of visiting choirs. The result was an invitation to sing the
weekend services at the end of July. With a little help from adults from
Llanishen and St Martin’s choirs, 12 trebles, 2 altos, 2 tenors and 4 basses
sang 3 services over the Saturday and Sunday.
To help prepare for singing in such a large building with a large organ, choir
practices were held in the concert hall of the new University Music
Department in Corbett Road and in St Augustine’s Church, Penarth. In the
cathedral, the choir was under the supervision of the Precentor, Canon Poole,
an ex-military officer and school teacher, who had very exacting standards
both musically and liturgically. His welcoming remarks in the Eucharist were
“We welcome the choir of St Denys Church, Lisvane, Cardiff. St Denys’s
Church seats 80 people, this cathedral seats 1800. We admire their (pause)
courage in coming here this weekend.” The choir passed the test, when after
Sunday Evensong he concluded by asking us if we would like to go again.

The choir visiting Coventry Cathedral
This happened in 1974 and again in 1976, so setting the pattern of the choir
regularly visiting various cathedrals to stand in when the cathedral choir is away.
As one member of the choir said after the first visit “We went as individuals, we
came back as a choir”.
Certainly many of the lessons learned in Coventry still influence the choir’s
performances today. On one visit to Chichester Cathedral, in 1990, the choir sang
the Mass setting “For a Saint’s Day” by Sir Nicholas Jackson, whom the choir had
met when he had been Organist of St David’s Cathedral in Pembrokeshire; the
composer came especially to be in the congregation.
The choir continues to visit cathedrals and other notable churches several times a
year to stand in for the regular choirs on holiday1. On one visit to Llandaff in the
mid-2000’s, the Dean the Very Revd John Lewis, once Assistant Priest in Lisvane,
introduced the choir as “Llandaff Cathedral’s fifth choir”.
The church had been affiliated to the Royal School of Church Music since 1969.
Many of the trebles over the years took advantage of the residential choir courses
on offer during the summer holidays. The RSCM’s Training Scheme was also
adopted for the trebles.

The choir sang at the 9.30 am Holy Eucharist and 6.30 pm Evensong on
Sundays, and at other major Festivals throughout the year. The pattern
developed that the trebles sang two Sundays in the month on their own, the
adults one Sunday and one Sunday would be full choir.
Special services were sung, usually including an Advent service and the
Christmas Carol Service. Holy Week was and still is, a particularly
demanding time, with the choir leading the liturgy on Palm Sunday, Maundy
Thursday, Good Friday and the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday. The choir
would occasionally lead a themed service which generally consisted of
appropriate readings, hymns and anthems, for example, in Lent or Pentecost.
Choir practices were on Thursday evenings.
There had been occasional joint services held in St Isan’s church when all the
choirs of the two parishes (St Denys, St Isan and Christchurch) came to sing
together, the first being on 12th November 1972. As noted elsewhere, this
became a regular arrangement during the Revd Neville Jones’s incumbency,
when the choirs met together to sing a service every Advent Sunday.
The choir would also give the occasional concert. For example, in 1991, a
programme including Fauré’s Requiem and music by Mozart was presented
both in St German’s Church and in St Denys.

At its peak in the early 1990’s, the choir numbered 24 trebles and 10 adults.
Thereafter recruitment to the treble line became gradually more difficult and by
the end of the decade the number of trebles had declined to 11. The introduction
of a regular 11 am Morning Praise service in June 2001 and the associated transfer
of the Sunday School’s activities from 9.30 to 11 am attracted the younger families
to the new service, thus diminishing the pool of children for the choir. In order to
maintain the musical tradition Martyn Ridge found it necessary to start augmenting
the treble line with ladies.
The new service added another dimension to the church’s music, the worship at
the 11 am service being led by a music group. The church purchased an electric
piano, and this with guitar, percussion, and amplification, formed the backbone of
the ensemble. Because of the limited space available at the front of the church, the
Rev Paul Thompson during his time as vicar decided that no more than three
musicians should play at any service.
The choir’s activities were not restricted to singing the services on Sundays. For
example, in 1972 the Ladies’ Guild had experienced a particularly poor Christmas
meal in a local restaurant. Two members of the choir, Mervyn Watkins and Clive
Warren. considered themselves to be good cooks and offered to cook the meal in
January 1974. Aided by the other adults, so started the tradition of the New Year
meal, now very much a parish affair though still organised by the Guild and
cooked by the choir. The first meal in the old Memorial Hall is a story in itself,
including SMASH potato that, in quantity, exploded all over the kitchen, and
frozen Brussels sprouts, which, again in quantity, took an inordinate time to
unfreeze before starting to cook. A little after meal entertainment was provided by
members of the choir and friends. This acquired a new dimension in 1988, when
one choir member produced a recipe for “Arabian Lamb”. This was the start of
the themed evenings, with both meal and entertainment following the theme. “The
Choirmen’s Cookbook” was produced in 1999, which included some of the most
successful meals with the quantities reduced from enough to serve 100 to domestic
sized portions.
The choir also provided the nucleus for various concerts included in Lisvane
Festival programmes. A Village Choir was formed in 1987 to sing extracts from
“Messiah”. Six rehearsals were held on Thursday evenings after choir practice and
a final rehearsal in the Memorial Hall on the day, The performance was
accompanied by an orchestra formed largely of musicians, both young and old,
living in the village. The same arrangements were used in other years, putting on a
semi-staged performance of Gilbert & Sullivan’s “Trial by Jury”, when the second
half of the concert was a performance of Malcolm Williamson’s “The Stone Wall,
written for the last night of the Proms and described as “A Cassation for audience
and orchestra (or piano)”, and in another year, with help from some of the Drama
Group, a semi-staged performance of G&S’s “Pirates of Penzance” (1994).

The choir in St Denys 1990

_______________________________________________________________

1 Choir visits to Cathedrals and other major churches 1973 – 2012 (no. of
visits in brackets)
Coventry (4), Llandaff (30), Brecon (9), Gloucester (2), St David’s (6), St Woolo’s
(3), Hereford (5), Chichester (2), Bristol (3), Guildford (2), Exeter (3), Worcester
(3), Salisbury (1), St Mary Redcliffe (1), Tewkesbury Abbey (8).
2 New Year Dinner themes from 1988 to the present.

The choir's production of Pirates of Penzance 1994
Similarly, at other times there were Village Choir performances in church of
Stainer’s Crucifixion (1986, 1998 and 2010), and a Fauré evening when the
programme included the Cantique de Jean Racine and his Requiem.
Tony Edwards retired as Choirmaster and Organist in January 1999, and was
succeeded by Martyn Ridge. Martyn had sung in the choir since his arrival in
Lisvane in 1983; previously he had been Organist and Choirmaster of St
Mary’s Abergavenny. The choir pattern evolved to having a full choir every
Sunday, with the choir singing an anthem at every service, and full Choral
Evensong on the 4th Sunday of the month, including settings of the Responses
and Canticles.
Socially, the choir usually has an outing early in September. This could
include a visit to a tourist attraction; Berkeley Castle and Wookey Hole were
particularly successful venues, picnics and rounders on the common above the
river Avon at Clifton, boat trips up the Avon. Most years the essential
requirement was and still is to visit the pier at Weston-super-Mare on the way
home, where the children could take on the choirmaster and clergy on the
dodgems. Even when the pier had burned down a pilgrimage was made to
look at the wreckage before moving on to a fish and chip supper. The adult
choir would also organise their own trips, going to sing Evensong in some
notable church, followed by a meal together on the way home. Visits
included Brecon Cathedral, St Mary’s Abergavenny, Leominster Priory, and
St Mary’s, Chepstow. .

1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002

Arabian night
Cowboys
Pirates
Allo Allo - French night
Yokels
Dickens night
Medieval
Italian Mafia
Party night
Scottish Burns night
Hawaian night
Polite party+Half Monty
Spanish night
Greek night
Irish night

2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015

Fashion show
Alpine night
Dad's Army
Gang Show
James Bond Experience
Roman Festival
Mamma Mia
Eastern night
Welsh night
Kings & Queens
Russian night
Fairy Tales
Old Testament

Chapter 22 - Organs
The Minute Book starting in 1910 writes of an instrument, which, although
described as an organ, was a harmonium, listed in the inventory in the back of
the Minute Book as an American organ. It was positioned on the south side of
the then chancel, where the choirstalls are now, The Accounts show that it
was tuned every year.
By 1934, the instrument was suffering from wood worm and the PCC decided
that a new one should be purchased when the money was forthcoming. A
secondhand harmonium by Cristoph & Etienne (a well known French
manufacturer whose instruments are still in use today) was being offered by
Heath & Son (Cardiff) in 1935 at a cost of £32.1s.0d which was inspected and
found to be suitable, but no decision to purchase was made. Instead, the PCC
set aside £10 towards the cost of a new instrument. The Accounts for 1936
show the expenditure of £30 for a new organ. Organ repairs in 1937 are
shown as £10s.0d. In 1938 the vicar, Mrs Prichard Williams and Miss Taylor
were delegated to see Heath’s about the organ’s condition, repairs costing
7s.0d in 1941, and an overhaul in 1942.
In 1950 the harmonium was replaced by a Walker chamber organ, the gift of
Mrs Hope and her family as a memorial to their late parents, Kate and
Cresswell Wells. It was dedicated by the Archbishop of Wales at Evensong
on 17th September. The organ stood in the entrance to the north transept
behind the side screen and the organist sat with his/her back to the nave.
Whilst having a lovely sound, it was often inadequate for leading the singing
in a full church, but this hardly mattered as everybody sang heartily, rendering
the organ, and organist, virtually redundant once the tune had been played
over. The memorial plaque from this organ is now affixed to the console of
the present organ. A brass plate, which is preserved on the side of the present
organ console, bears the inscription “To the glory of God and in loving
memory of CRESSWELL WELLS and KATE his wife of the Parish. Given
by their children. Dedicated 7th September 1950”.

Eventually the firm of Percy Daniel & Co of Clevedon, who by then had been
awarded the contract to build the new organ, found a buyer in Withleigh Parish
Church near Tiverton in Devon. The picture is of the organ in Withleigh church.

When the decision was taken in 1974 to sell the organ in order to create more
floor space, the PCC had to find a buyer. As an antique instrument, dating
from no later than 1837, it was first advertised in magazines which write about
antiques and it was thought a buyer had been found. Unfortunately the organ
was 9″ too tall to fit into its proposed new home.

This important and early organ, owing to the quality of the cabinet making and the
gentle nature of its voicing, must originally have been built for a country house. It
was brought to the attention of Noel Mander (organ builder) shortly after 1940.
After restoration it was sold in 1950 to Lisvane Parish Church near Cardiff for
£235. An electric blower was provided at this time.

Walker Chamber Organ

The organ historian Nicholas Plumley surveyed the organ in 1991 at Withleigh and
the following description is based on his survey report. In his cover letter he wrote
“I was delighted with the organ and was most diverted by the glass parallel swell –
I’ve never seen such as one in all my travels”.

The specification was:
Open Diapason (down to tenor c)
Stopt Diapason Bass
Stopt Diapason Treble
Keraulophon (down to tenor c)
Principal
Fifteenth
The brass nameplate placed just below the keys reads “Joseph Walker Maker,
166 High Holborn”, which means that the organ cannot have been made later
than the Autumn of 1837. This makes the organ one of two only now known
to exist which predate (Walker’s) Francis Street days.
The keyboard of original compass is still retractable1 .
Undoubtedly the most interesting feature of this instrument is the nags head
Swell in which the whole organ is enclosed. It possesses a sliding front, but
the panels are made not of wood but of glass. Glass venetian shutters are not
unknown, but a glass panelled sliding front is extremely rare.
The elegant mahogany case is 116″ high, 67¼″ wide and 30¼″ deep.

The guidance given to these builders was that the new organ should have tonal
qualities similar to the previous organ, but with sufficient power to lead the everincreasing congregation.
The specification and price proposed by Percy Daniel & Co was favoured, but
before acceptance, Tony Edwards was sent to examine samples of Daniel’s work
in similar churches. Kewstoke church near Weston-super-Mare is very similar to
Lisvane, and the newly installed choir organ in St Paul’s Bedminster was of a
similar specification and used the same action. Both passed the test.
The cost of the organ was £3430, with £170 for erecting the platform and £100
contingencies, a total of £3700. £600 came from the sale of the old organ, a
sponsored walk raised £250 and other fund raising events included a Tupperware
day, a musical evening, a wine and cheese party in the Flagstones wine bar in
Westgate Street. Cardiff Bach Choir gave a concert in Llanishen church, and after
the organ was installed, a cassette tape of the old and new organs with some choral
items of the choir singing in Coventry Cathedral was sold. After a long dialogue
with HM Customs, the new organ and the platform were exempted from VAT.
The new organ was a three rank extension22 organ with two manuals and pedals,
unenclosed as the space available on the platform precluded putting the organ in a
swell box.

The following firms were invited to tender for the new organ. The selection
was based either on knowledge of their work locally, or through
recommendation.
Cardiff Organ Works (Park End URC and maintenance of Llanishen Parish
Church)
J W Walker & Sons Ltd (Christ Church Roath Park – then, like Lisvane, part
of the Parish of Llanishen and Lisvane)
N P Mander Ltd (St Bridgit’s RC, Fishguard Road)
Percy Daniel & Co (recommended by David Gedge, organist of Brecon
Cathedral).

1

The organ had to be unpacked before it could be played. A front flat panel be hinged down
revealing the keyboard stowed away inside the instrument. This was then grasped with both
hands, pulled out and locked into position. The organ was a one manual instrument with the
keyboard extended down at the bass end to G, to help offset the lack of a pedal board.

2

Extension organs. An organ stop usually covers 5 octaves, a rank of 61 pipes. The number of pipes
can be extended by extra octaves, either up or down, and by electrical switching the rank can be used a
different pitches. This removes the need for separate ranks to serve the different pitches, but at the
expense of balancing and differentiating tonal colours, and a weakening of the volume when a single
pipe is serving two stops simultaneously

The three ranks are:
A 16′ Bourdon, 8′ Stopped Diapason, 4′ Chimney Flute (all flutes)
B Principal
C Dulciana (down to tenor c, and borrowing from rank A for the bottom
octave). This was originally installed as a Salicional, but it proved to be too
keen a sound for the quietest stop and was quickly substituted by a Dulciana.
The stops still carry the title Salicional.
Much of the pipe work was second hand, revoiced to suit the building, with
new matching pipework for the extension work.

The organ was dedicated by the Bishop of Llandaff on 30th September 1974 and
the inaugural recital was given by Donald Bate, organist of St Woolo’s Cathedral,
Newport and formerly organist at Llanishen church, on 23rd November. Mr Bate
had been the acting Organ Advisor to the Diocesan Advisory Committee when it
approved the faculty to build the new organ. His report noted that the specification
seemed to be versatile and suited to the building.
The console was originally tucked into the north transept, and was moved to its
present position when the church was extended in 1979.

The resulting specification1, with a note of which rank is being used is:
Great Organ
(the lower manual)

Positive Organ
(the upper manual)

Pedal

B
A
C
B
A
C
B

A
C
B
A
C
A
A
C

A
B
A
A
B
A

Principal 8’
Stopped Diapason 8’
Salicional 8’
Principal 4’
Flute 4’
Twelth 2⅔’
Fifteenth 2’

Stopped Diapason 8’
Salicional 8’
Principal 4’
Flute 4’
Salicet 4’
Nazard 2⅔’
Piccolo 2’
Larigot 1⅓’

A new digital system was installed by J W Walker & Sons to replace the original
wiring in the console in 2014, at which time the organ was cleaned and
overhauled.

Bourdon 16’
Principal 8’
Flute 8’
Quint 5⅓’
Principal 4’
Salicet 2’

Because of the amount of duplication between the manuals, it was decided not
to provide couplers to connect the manuals together, as would be the norm in
a bigger organ.
The platform was erected by Norman T James (builder). On it is located the
blower, the bellows, and two windchests, one for the basses and the other for
the trebles. The headroom above the platform is extremely limited and in
order to fit in the 8′ front pipes, the pipes are mitred over. A picture shows the
treble pipework located above its windchest, and the back of the front pipes.
The console at the front of the church is connected by a cable containing about
250 cores, one core for each pipe which is controlled by its own solenoid
valve.

1

The pitch of pipes is indicated by the length of the bottom pipe in the rank. A pipe of 8′
speaking length is at the same pitch as the piano. 16′ will be an octave lower and is usually found
on the pedals. 4′ will be an octave higher etc.

Views of pipes - exterior and interior

Chapter 23 - The Bells of St Denys

The treble bell (26¾ inches in diameter) has the inscription around the shoulder: EDWARD LEWIS . CH: WARDEN

On stylistic grounds, the bell frame was probably built about 1400 AD with
pits for three bells. Alterations were made, probably in the 17th century, but it
could have been as late as the beginning of the 18th century when the Evans
foundry at Chepstow recast the bells. Repairs were made to the frame in 1997
when the decaying base of the eastern king post was cut out and new pieces
spliced into position. At the same time dowels were replaced where
necessary, floorboards repaired and the timber treated for woodworm.

W֠
֠E 1733

The lettering W֠E is the mark of the bell founder, William Evans of Chepstow
showing that the bell was cast in 1733. It has canons cast on the top for attaching
it to its wooden headstock.
In 1997 the bell had its crown staple drilled out to prevent damage due to
corrosion. It was also quarter turned and re-hung on ball bearings for full circle
ringing with new fittings i.e. wooden headstock, wheel and stay, slider, clapper
and bell rope. The bell is normally chimed for Services.

Bell frame
Treble Bell

The second bell (28½ inches in diameter) is cracked and has two 10 inch long
pieces broken away on opposite sides of the sound-bow. The inscription
around the bell shoulder is: /W/CHARLES/CLERK/W/WILLIAMS/T/LEWIS/E/THOMAS/
EE֠
֠ 1711
This sign / indicates a ‘rope-mark’ cast into the bell and used to separate the
wording. The lettering EE֠ 1711 shows that E. Evans of Chepstow cast the
bell in 1711. The bell has canons cast on the top for attaching it to its wooden
headstock. It has its original headstock, gudgeon pins and brass bearing
blocks and for safety, in 1997, the crown staple was drilled out and the clapper
removed. Originally there was a wheel for full circle ringing but this had
deteriorated and has been removed.

///SAMVEL/HODGIS/WILLIAM/THOMAS/IOHN/LLEWELYN/C/WARDE
NS
Originally there was a wheel, but this was broken and removed in 1997 when the
bell had its crown staple drilled out, again for safety purposes. In September 1999
the headstock was removed prior to exchanging the bell for a similar sized bell
from Wetton Parish Church, Staffordshire, in the Peak District, to enable the
Millennium clock to strike the hour and half hour.

Tenor Bell
The replacement tenor bell (cast in 1815 and 32.4 inches in diameter) weighing
300 kg i.e. 5cwt. 3 qtrs. 16 lbs is fitted with a new wooden fixed headstock and
hung in the pit vacated by the original bell on the west side of the tower.

Second Bell
The original tenor bell (32½ inches in diameter) was cracked and had one 15
inch long piece broken away from the sound-bow. The bell weighed 240 kg
i.e. 4 cwt. 2qtrs. 24 lbs. and it had canons. It was not dated or marked by its
founder but is believed to be an Evans of Chepstow bell of the same period as
it is similar in style to the other bells. This bell had the inscription: -

The bell has canons that are larger than normal for the size of the bell. It is
possible that the founder only had a small number of patterns so was restricted in
choice as he only produced a small number of bells. The crown staple was drilled
out prior to re-hanging in Lisvane.
The strike note is nominally “A”, 805 Hz and would be similar to the note of the
cracked/broken bell as the diameter is similar. However, it is heavier so the note is
probably marginally lower. The tonal quality is excellent with a resonant hum
note and is ideal as a clock bell.

The bell was cast by J & E Smith of Chesterfield and is of historic interest, as
not many bells exist from this founder. It has the following inscription around
the shoulder: GOD SAVE HIS CHURCH

Chapter 24 - The Churchyard

The waist of the bell bears the inscription: J & E SMITH CHESTERFIELD 1815
Curiously, the shoulder inscription has the word “HIS” cut into the bell metal.
The remainder of the letters are a part of the casting process and are embossed
in accordance with normal practice. It is probable that there was a fault in the
casting process and the word ‘HIS’ did not appear. The Millennium Clock,
Bell and Striking Mechanism were dedicated on Advent Sunday, 28th
November 1999, during Choral Evensong.
The Millennium clock mechanism, driven by a small synchronous electric
motor, is housed in the first floor room between the belfry and the base of the
tower. The gilt clock dial with Roman numerals is mounted on the west wall
of the tower. The bell striking hammer is controlled by a separate electronic
clock next to the fixed ladder leading from the base of the tower to the floor
below the belfry. The bell is struck on the hour and the half-hour. The striking
mechanism is silenced at night time.
This chapter was written by Mr George Davis.

Lisvane yard, within its ancient oval Llan enclosure, is far older than the present
church building. Indeed it may have been a cemetery before any church was built
on the site at all. Unlike most churchyards in Cardiff it still belongs to the
Responsible Body of the Church in Wales and is administered and maintained by
the Church and not by the Local Authority. This means that every resident of the
ecclesiastical parish has the right to be buried here and no others unless they can
demonstrate a close association with the parish. This is still a realistic right given
that, unlike most ancient church-yards, it is not full.
As long ago as 1936 Mr Norman Ingledew, then Secretary of the PCC, warned of
the threat to this right posed by the City Council’s consideration of extending
Cardiff’s boundary to include Lisvane. When Llanishen was taken into the City in
1921 it had been agreed that their yard would thereafter be reserved for the burial
of Llanishen parishioners and Mr Ingledew’s negotiations with the Town Clerk
ensured that a similar clause would be inserted in any Cardiff takeover. In the
event Lisvane was reprieved at that time and remained in the Cardiff Rural District
Council. But the question was raised whenever the threat was renewed and when
Lisvane finally became part of Cardiff the burial ground was allowed to remain in
the hands of the Church in Wales.

St Denys Church drawn in 1897 by Moses Thomas

The condition of rural churchyards these days falls into three broad categories:
1 those to varying degrees inaccessible due to brambles;
2 those subject to ‘conservation maintenance’ that keeps them tidy while
preserving their natural flora; and
3 those that are manicured gardens.
Lisvane falls into the latter category and those concerned are to be warmly
congratulated on its appearance. For many rural parishes, whose sacred acre
has not been cultivated for 1500 years or more, category 2 is undoubtedly the
preferred option, but it would be inappropriate in Lisvane because our yard
was drastically re-profiled in 1878. Nevertheless the close-cropped sward still
presents an interesting potential study for a botany class. The amount of
clover suggests that it was re-seeded by a local farmer at the time it was reprofiled and it contains a wide variety of meadow plants.
A terrier taken in 1771 for the Primary Visitation of Bishop Shute Barrington
stated that there were five yew trees and the churchyard was surrounded by a
fence for which the parishioners were responsible. There are now fourteen
yews, some quite small and one neatly manicured. All but three are around
the boundary and there is a group of five on the east boundary, south-east of
the chancel, that, to the non-specialist eye appears to represent an original
giant that probably stood here 1500 years ago or more.
By the time of the church restoration in 1878 there was apparently a wall at
least on the west side facing the road but up on a bank. This wall was taken
down and rebuilt at road level and the bank used to level the churchyard. The
levelling included the removal of a hill at the southern part of the yard. Other
parts of the wall were repaired or rebuilt where necessary. New iron gates
were provided and the path into the church changed by placing the entrance
some 20 yards more to the south than the old entrance was. There had
formerly been six entrances and paths through the yard but these had been
closed at the vicar’s expense before 1870 with the agreement of a majority of
the parishioners. There is no record of a faculty being sort so presumably the
churchyard levelling did not disturb any existing graves
The Lych Gate was erected in 1935 in memory of Arthur E. Mills of Ashdown
Keynes in the parish, the gift of his widow Mrs Irene Mills. The Postern Gate
was erected in memory of Avril Margaret, daughter of Kenneth and Anita
Webb, and dedicated on 30th July 1939. The granite cross which is now
mounted above the gate replaced the original which was badly weather-worn.
It was the gift of Mrs Maida Price who lived in, and then bequeathed to the
church, what is now Church House, opposite. The cross was in memory of
her late husband Jack Price.

There are sixteen burials dating from the eighteenth century and about the same
from the nineteenth century. There are about 100 twentieth century memorials up
to 1984. One would expect nineteenth century burials to exceed those of the
eighteenth century by quite a margin and that not being the case in Lisvane must
be accounted for by competition from the Baptist Chapel. The earliest burials are
grouped around the south and east of the Chancel.
There is a puzzling memorial near the path on the south side of the tower which
reads simply SP died 12 Jan 1864. This commemorates one Sarah Payne whose
family obtained a faculty in 1867 for her removal to Llandaff burial ground.
Most of the modern graves are of families who came to Lisvane from far and wide.
The earlier nineteenth-century burials are largely of tenant farmers who were
drawn from many surrounding parishes and even from the English estates of the
Kemeys Tynte family. But eighteenth century burials could be our link with
yeomen who had lived on their freehold farms for many generations.
The earliest surviving memorial lies against the south wall of the Chancel and it
dates to 1738. It is badly broken and one can no longer make out the whole
inscription therefore it defeated Mr & Mrs Ackhurst when they surveyed the yard
for the Family History Society. Fortunately the assiduous antiquary David Jones
of Wallington visited Lisvane in 1888 and was then able to read much of it.
Edward Arthur died 11th October 1738 aged 42 years. Wenllian Arthur, widow of
Thomas Arthur died 24th September 1738 aged 79 years.
There appears to be more that was undecipherable even then and David Jones
made one small but uderstandable error in reading the first 1738 as 1733.
This Edward Arthur does not appear from his will to have been a landowner but
his father Edward Arthur (died 1704) was the eldest son of Arthur Thomas, died
1684 from whom he had inherited a freehold. In 1692 the father, Edward Arthur
mortgaged his land to William Morgan of Coedygores for £600 and the family was
probably unable to redeem their inheritance. Since the only Coedygores farm in
Lisvane was Tai Mawr on the Rudry Road it may well be that Tai Mawr was
Thomas Arthur’s ancestral land.
The tree below, tracing the ancestry of Edward Arthur who died in 1738, is
constructed from family wills. Despite the fame of the great king, Arthur was
rarely given as a name in Glamorgan so it may well be that the line and its
inheritance goes back to an Arthur son of Harry Llywelyn, gentleman of Lisvane
whose father Llywelyn ap Thomas of Caerwigau in Pendoylan had married a
Lisvane heiress whose line traces back to the Grants of Llwynygrant and the
medieval Maelog lords of Cibwr. Thus this eighteenth-century memorial links us
with countless generations of our predecessors who have worshipped in the parish
church but who lie unrecorded in this special God’s Acre.

In another church, I remember we often sang that great Isaac Watts hymn
....'O God our help in ages past' but the parish priest always insisted on
omitting the fifth verse on the grounds that it is theologically unsound:
Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
Bears all its sons away;
They fly forgotten as a dream
Dies at the opening day.
While God knows them all by name, we mortals can remember them
collectively through the names of those whose grave- stones survive.

The end

